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The BNP must be defeated politically 
The court case might have gone against us but the 
BNP is still a racist and fascist party. Its leaders 
believe in the Jewish conspiracy, deny the 
Holocaust, think one race is genetically superior 
to another and oppose any form of racial 
integration. 

Nothing the court decided changes that. 

The BNP will become emboldened and its anti- 
Islamic views even more extreme but anti-racists 
and anti-fascists must stay on course. Now, more 
than ever, we need to remind people of the BNP’s 
true agenda. 

Following the acquittal Gordon Brown 
announced a possible law change to prevent 
further anti-Islamic outbursts. There might well 
be a need to change the law but that has to be 
secondary to defeating the BNP politically. 
Society cannot legislate away a political thought, 
it needs to win the political argument. 


The authorities have to change course 

The sickening rise in violent racist attacks should 
alarm every decent person. This month’s magazine 
charts just a few of the most vicious incidents 
across the country. Searchlight has seen this 
violence at first hand. Mohammed Younis is a 
barber in Dagenham, east London. In 2005 he was 


pictured on the front page of our local anti- BNP 
newspaper opposing the BNP. Last month he was 
viciously assaulted in his own shop by two local 
white men. The intervention of a resident and the 
presence of a police officer down the street 
prevented him being killed. Even so, his injuries 
are great and he is currently partially paralysed. 

Britain has made great strides to become a 
multiracial society over the past 30 years. It is far 
from complete but there has been progress. 
However, much of this appears to be unravelling 
as society seems to be fragmenting and 
communities are increasingly being pitted against 
each other. 

It is time for action, not just changing laws but 
addressing the fundamentals that are giving rise to 
this rising overt racism. 


Speaking out against antisemitism 

The recent revelation that the leader of the 
Muslim Public Affairs Committee (MPAC) gave 
money to David Irving should not surprise 
anyone. In the last general election, the MPAC 
ran antisemitic campaigns against several Labour 
candidates. 

Islamic antisemitism must be opposed with the 
same forcefulness as fascist antisemitism. 
Criticism of Israel is of course politically 
legitimate but there is a line that too many people 
cross. Islamic organisations and even some 
Muslim governments peddle Holocaust denial in 
the guise of anti-Zionism. Holocaust denial is 
Holocaust denial, whether it is advocated by nazis 
or anyone else. ~= 














Islamophobia set to 
rise as BNP duocleared 


By Nick Lowles 


he acquittal of British National 
Party leader Nick Griffin and 
Mark Collett last month on 
charges of inciting racial hatred 
was both depressing and predictable. 

Ever since the first trial saw the pair 
acquitted on six other charges the 
prospects for a successful conviction this 
time were slim. The prosecutors decided 
to fight the same case as before and 
perhaps unsurprisingly the jury was 
equally unimpressed. 

The BNP milked the media attention 
for all it was worth. While there was a 
clear case of media fatigue, and certainly 
less coverage than at the end of the first 
trial, the BNP couple still dominated 
the airwaves for 24 hours. 

More worryingly, the BNP is going to 
feel emboldened by the decision. 
Islamophobia is now on the agenda 
big time. The BNP knows that it 
can virtually say what it likes about 
“Islam” with little fear of any future 
prosecution. 

The Attorney-General, meanwhile, 
has been humbled and is unlikely to 
take any action against any future BNP 
outbursts. Given the wider political 
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terrorists.” 


e)y] WHETHER BRITISH-BORN 
BLACKS ARE BRITISH “Just because a 


dog is brought up ina stable — oe 


_ make him a horse.’ 


fe) ) AIDS A “friendly isease 
because blacks, d be 
have | it’ 


discourse on race and Islam that is being 
whipped up by politicians and the 
media, and encouraged perversely by 
Islamic extremist groups, the downward 
spiral of division, suspicion and hatred 
grows stronger. 

Fault lines are opening up in British 
society. Communal divisions have 
become centre stage, talk of divisions 
and differences dominate and the 
consequent racism is on the increase. 

This makes the prosecution all the 
more frustrating. The case arose out of 
the BBC’s Secret Agent programme, 
broadcast in July 2004. The film 
followed BBC journalist Jason Gywnn 
through Bradford BNP. He was helped 
in his undercover role by Andy Sykes, 
then the BNP local organiser, who 
was secretly working for Bradford TUC 
and Searchlight. 

During the course of making the 
programme, Jason recorded BNP leaders 
making a number of racist speeches in 
which they railed against blacks, 
Muslims and asylum seekers. 

Perhaps the worst speech was by John 
Tyndall, the founder of the BNP and its 
former chairman, in which he said that 
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race question is integration anda 
futile attempt to create “Black Britons, 
while we affirm that non-Whites have 
no place here at all and will not rest 
until every last one has left our land” 
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the only things to have come out of 
Africa were voodoo, witchcraft and Aids. 

Tyndall died in the summer of 2005, 
which did weaken the overall case, but a 
case there still was. 

However, the police, CPS and the 
prosecuting barrister decided, in their 
wisdom, to focus solely on the secretly 
recorded tapes of the meeting rather 
than broaden it to bring in Griffin’s and 
Collett’s wider politics. This allowed 
both men to claim that they were not 
racist but merely opposed Islamic 
fundamentalism. Their past political 
views and allegiances (see box) were not 
taken into account. 

The defendants were also allowed to 
make wild and unsubstantiated claims. 
Collett got away with claiming that an 
“unnamed” police officer told him that 
there was a shooting range underneath 
a mosque in Bradford rather than 
being forced to admit that he had made 
up the story. Innuendo, political pro- 
paganda and outright lies dominated the 
defence case. 

Without putting the speeches from 
Griffin and Collett in the wider political 
climate, the prosecution undermined 
their case. The BNP pair said very little 
that was different from what is heard on 
the streets of West Yorkshire every day. 
The narrow basis of the prosecution case 
allowed the defendants to contrast their 
words with the hardline words and 
terrorist actions of a tiny minority of 
Islamic fundamentalists in the area. 

But this was not the point. Racism 
and Islamophobia might be increasingly 
common but the two BNP leaders 
were using this language to whip up 
their audience. The cheers of delight 
and cries of abuse from the gathered 
crowds was testament to the impact of 
these speeches. 

The BNP will obviously hope that 
the acquittals will boost the party’s 
image and bring in recruits. Reading 
the letters’ pages of several regional and 
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ON POWER “When the crunch comes, 
power is the product of force and will, 
not of rational debate. We have to 
have a body of trained young men 
capable of defending our 
organisation. lf people come to crack 
our heads we will break theirs.’ 





national newspapers certainly adds 
weight to this positive BNP assessment. 
The Sun typified much of the media 
with many letters supporting the BNP 
and its stance on Islam. 

However, nothing is as clear cut as 
it seems. Many people would have 
been put off by the gaudy champagne 
celebrations outside the court. Others, 
including BNP members themselves, 
were not impressed by Griffin's 
continual fascination with his troop of 
bodyguards, dressed in black, with their 
little earpieces. Cheap bouncers and 
town centre thugs more like. 

More significantly, can the BNP really 
reap the political capital? There was no 
great take-off after the European 
elections of 2004, when the party polled 
over 800,000 votes. There was no lasting 
recruitment bonanza after the first trial 
collapsed or even after the 33 council 
victories in May. 

The BNP is crippled with internal 
disputes, political naivety and growing 
resentment and disillusionment within 
the party ranks towards the increasingly 
totalitarian leadership. The acquittal 
gave the BNP positive free publicity but 
there is no guarantee that this will have 
a lasting impact. 

What is certain, however, is that the 
BNP will become more outspoken in its 
racism. It will be emboldened by the 
court’s decision, free in the knowledge 
that any future prosecution has now 
been made even more unlikely. 

Prosecuting the leader of the BNP 
was always going to be a high-risk 
strategy and there were plenty of people 
who were against it on the grounds that 
it would simply make martyrs of the 
fascists. However, once the decision to 
prosecute was taken a successful 
outcome was needed. 

Given the high stakes and the failure 
to secure a conviction first time, the 
prosecution really should have made a 
better job of the retrial. ~a 
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Oh dear. Having 
applauded her pluck, 
courage and gritty 
determination during 
her failed legal 
challenge to hold onto 
her Birmingham council 
seat, accidentally 
allocated to her as the 
result of a miscount on 
election night, the 
British National Party 
has unceremoniously 
expelled Birmingham 
organiser Sharon 
Ebanks from the party. 
But why the sudden fall 
from grace? As usual 
money and personality 
clashes are the root 
cause, reports 
Dave Williams. 
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hen Sharon Ebanks was 
wrongly declared elected 
for Kingstanding ward, 
Birmingham, in May 2006 
the successful Labour candidate went 
to court to have the result annulled. 
The BNP backed Ebanks to the hilt as 
did its front group Civil Liberty, raising 
funds for her to contest the action. 
Ebanks lost and 45,000 costs were 
awarded against her. 

The money the BNP promised failed 
to materialise and as the 17 October 
deadline for payment loomed, Ebanks, 
understandably edgy, was humiliatingly 
forced to ask Steel and Shamash, the 
Labour candidate’s solicitors, whether 
the BNP had sent the cheque. It had 
not. Indeed John Walker, the BNP’s 
treasurer, wrote to Steel and Shamash 
on 19 October to say that there had 
been a “misunderstanding”, the BNP 
would not be paying Ebanks’s expenses 
and they should pursue the matter 
“directly with her”. The solicitors 
granted Ebanks a seven-day extension 
but warned that if she had not paid by 
then they would commence bankruptcy 
proceedings against her. 

Many BNP members writing on 
Stormfront, an international nazi 
internet forum, were furious that 
Ebanks was being left to fend for herself 
and blamed Lee Barnes, the BNP “legal 
officer”, for his poor advice to contest 
the Labour candidate’s case in the first 
place, an allegation that Barnes denies. 
Others accused Barnes of being 
instrumental in withholding the 
promised funds because of a personal 
feud over control of the BNP’s internet 
forum from which Ebanks resigned in a 
fit of pique in late August after Barnes 
was appointed a moderator together 
with Kenny Smith, a decision that 
rankled with many members not least 
because Barnes is not a BNP member. 

Why make such a move? The deci- 
sion of Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 
to foist the unpopular Barnes upon 
the forum was undoubtedly a reaction 
to the arrests of former BNP member 
Simon Sheppard and Luke O'Farrell 
on ten charges of “inciting racial hatred” 
arising from material that appeared 
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on Sheppard’s website. This signalled 
to Griffin that individuals who 
post information on forums, bulletin 
boards and websites, wherever they were 
hosted, were not immune to prosecution 
“for incitement to racial hatred, 
incitement to violence and glorification 
of terrorism in the United Kingdom”. 
Worried perhaps that the BNP forum 
was guilty of promoting all three 
Griffin parachuted Barnes, with his 
supposed legal knowledge, to ensure it 
did not. 

As the feud over Ebanks’s legal 
costs deepened, Barnes was accused of 
having “set up a renegade branch in 
Birmingham without the permission 
of NG [Griffin] to destroy Birmingham 
because he hates Sharon’. Her sup- 
porters were incensed by claims that 
Simon Darby, the BNP’s deputy leader, 
had told Ebanks the party had raised 
£1,000 and she should “get a credit card 
and pay the rest herself”. 

The prospect of Ebanks being 
deserted in her hour of need severely 
shook the faith of many BNP members 
on Stormfront. Many pointed out that 
that raising money in Ebanks’s name 
and then withholding it from her was 
nothing short of an act of criminal 
deception. 

Luckily for her Ebanks avoided 
bankruptcy when a donor stepped 
forward with £4,000 on 19 October. 
Searchlight understands that the 
payment was facilitated by the BNP. 
The other £1,000 was handed over 
by a member of the party leadership. 
Ebanks’s relief was short-lived. 
She was booted out of the party the 
following day. 

Why had the party had “betrayed” 
her, Ebanks asked Darby. “What do you 
expect, youve upset Lee Barnes,” Darby 
apparently replied. He had previously 
warned Ebanks not to push her luck 
because, “if the chairman has to choose 
it will be Barnes”. According to 
Ebanks’s version of events she was 
sacked for daring to stand her ground 
over Barnes and for criticising the lack 
of transparency in the BNP accounts. 

Ebanks also alleged that when she 
told Walker that if the party could not 


roto 


meet her costs it would be guilty of 
“serious financial mismanagement”, he 
had responded by threatening to “pull 
the “ing rug from underneath me and 
leave me high and dry”. Ebanks also 
claimed the BNP was using her 
antisemitism as an excuse. “Freedom of 
speech? Having a joke aren't they,” she 
fumed. Indeed. Funnily enough the 
BNP was quite happy to tolerate her 
antisemitic outbursts until she started 
questioning its accounting. 


Save the BNP? 
On 23 October, three days after Ebanks’s 
expulsion, the veteran fascist Keith Axon 
registered a new domain name. 
Axon had joined the BNP in 1982 but 
was expelled because of his dual 
membership with the British Peoples’ 
Party, a tiny extreme white supremacist 
group. Although savethebnp.org.uk has 
yet to become active its announcement 
was swiftly followed by a list of demands 
for greater internal democracy, financial 
transparency, greater liberty to ask 
awkward questions about the accounts 
without fear of being sacked and a 
demand that Griffin step down “NOW”. 
In case that wasn't enough to have 
Griffin quaking in his boots a statement 
posted on the internet on 27 October 
read: “What will be uploaded to 


































www.savethebnp.org.uk will be so 
explosive that a leadership challenge 
will not be needed. Griffin will soon be 
forced to step down.” As a former 
national fundraiser for the BNP Ebanks 
might have some interesting things to 
say on BNP finances. Nothing has 
materialised to date, however. 

As the row over the BNP’s 
treatment of Ebanks rumbled 
on Barnes became increasingly 
irritated by the latitude Storm- 
front moderators were giving 
her and her supporters, and 
appealed to them to censor 
her, a concern echoed by a 
growing number of BNP 
supporters alarmed at the 
increasingly divisive tone 
of the argument. 

Although the threads 
were not removed 
Ebanks’s account was 
disabled, at her own 
request, on 6 
November with an 
announcement that 
she was going to 
launch her own party, 
the New Nationalist 
Party. As a_ parting 
shot she accused the 
BNP leadership of having Be 


Right Sharon Ebanks 
nearly deserted in 
her hour of need 


Far left the widely 
unpopular Lee 
Barnes gave 
Ebanks bad advice 


Left Simon Darby 
told Ebanks to get a 
credit card 
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“stolen thousands from the 
membership, thousands from _ the 
regional accounts, conned and ripped 
off Trafalgar members who are now 
fully aware of it, and are laundering 
cheques through company accounts for 
companies that don't exist.” 

If she was hoping to win support 
Ebanks appears to have woefully 
underestimated the loyalty of most 
party members, if not to Griffin then 
certainly to the party itself. Shunned by 
almost every other fringe outfit Ebanks 
looks an increasingly isolated figure on 
the far right. She has succeeded in 
frittering away a wellspring of goodwill 
towards her from within the party 
through her disruptive feud with 
Barnes, only succeeding, in the words of 
one disillusioned supporter, in 
“transforming herself from wronged 
heroine to embittered witch in the space 
of a single week”. 

The row was clearly having a 
destabilising effect forcing the BNP to 
issue a statement on 27 October 
fancifully blaming a wave of govern- 
ment-sponsored “dirty tricks” for the 
party’s current strife. More importantly 
the statement countered Ebanks’s 
claims that she and Axon were denied 
access to a disciplinary tribunal, saying 
this was “just one of a host of bare-faced 
lies”. This may or may not be true, as 
elsewhere Ebanks has stated, “if they 
think I’m attending a tribunal on lies 
drawn up by Barnes who has a clear 
obsession they can think again’. 


Hell hath no fury... 

Ebanks’s feud with Barnes prompted 
her to post details of what appears to be 
an even more damaging row simmering 
beneath the surface of the BNP. On 5 
November Ebanks, writing under the 
pseudonym Dickens, leaked an angry 
exchange of emails purportedly 
between her nemesis and the BNP’s 
webmaster Steve Blake which shed 
light on the collapse of the BNP forum, 
the party’s principal means of internal 
communication, which was taken 
offline the same day. 

Blake, after conferring with Darby, 
pulled the plug on the forum posting a 
notice that read: “Sorry, but due to 
essential security issues the Forum is 
now closed. A further announcement 
will be forthcoming once all security 
and admin issues have been resolved.” 

As the email exchange between 
Barnes and Blake reveals — and it 
appears genuine — the collapse of the 
BNP forum was less about “essential 
security” and more about the fractious 


personality of the party’s legal officer. 

According to the emails Barnes had 
attacked Blake for doing a 
“disappearing act” and not returning his 
calls and emails about the security of the 
BNP forum. “The forum is your failure 
— not anyone elses [sic],” Barnes carped. 

Blake was beside himself with rage. 
So much so that he forwarded Barnes’s 
email and his own scathing response to 
the rest of the BNP Advisory Council 
pointing out that Barnes not only had 
gone too far but in doing so had 
“demonstrated he has out-lived his 
usefulness to the Party as a whole”. 
He added conspiratorially that given the 
timing of Griffins and Collett’s trial 
the dissension he had sown by banning 
over 60 members from the forum 
“might have an alternative explanation’. 
Blake was unequivocal in his estimation, 
however, that “Lee Barnes is a problem!” 

It is easy to understand Blake’s anger. 
Barnes’s decision to ban “scores” of BNP 
activists from the forum, including 
branch organisers “on the flimsiest of 
excuses” had indeed caused “major 
disruption” to the BNP’s own internal 
communication channels. The timing of 
its collapse “could not have been worse”: 
a Saturday evening when BNP activists 
should have been using the forum to 
discuss arrangements ahead of Griffin's 
first day back in court. 

Blake was furious with Barnes’s semi- 
literate and intemperate email, seeing 
all his hard work undone by a non 
party member whose heavy-handed 
administration had made the forum a 
“laughing stock” and who then 
proceeded to lecture him about his 
responsibilities. It was time for “a few 
home truths”. 

Livid that Barnes had had the 
temerity to tell him what his job was 
Blake let rip! “You are the outsider, the 
pariah who some are prepared to 
tolerate and ask for advice but you are 
outside the rest of us,” he admonished 
Barnes. Blake also had to pull Barnes up 
on the matter of responsibility for the 
forum, pointing out that he had handed 
over the domain name to the party 
and so was “NOT personally legally 
responsible for the contents of the 
Forum” but only for certain technical 
administration tasks. “Did you check 
that fact? Of course not!” fumed Blake. 
His attempt to pass on even this limited 
role had failed, moaned Blake, and thus 
“I am lumbered with this thankless task 
and lumbered with a raging bull of a 
Moderator (ie. you) who bullies, 
hectors and screws things up big time”. 

Blake also attacked Barnes’s constant 


““** ups” which occurred, conveniently 


for Barnes, “at bank holidays and 
weekends” when Blake was away 
allowing Barnes to blame him. He was 
equally cross that Barnes had not 
checked his facts before attacking other 
members — “some ** ing legal advisor 
you are” — and compounded the offence 
by never apologising. “You are not one 
of us as far as I am concerned,” seethed 
Blake. “Nationalists, at least the 
Nationalists I have worked with over 
the years are in most cases honourable 
men and women who do their very best, 
to the best of their abilities, treat one 
another with respect and decency and 
admit their errors — you do not act 
like a Nationalist as you are clearly not 
one of us.” 

Blake was no less scathing about 
Barnes’s complete lack of technical 
competence, which had led Barnes to 
claim that forum security had been 
breached. “You blithering idiot,” railed 
Blake, who accused him of lying to 
Griffin, “not because you were being 
malicious, that much I will concede, 
but because you know sod all about 
the technical issues, you claimed that 
certain people were making posts when 
they never have done so.” 

Blake also gave vent to the opinion of 
many BNP members that Barnes was 
only able to continue to operate within 
the BNP because of Griffin’s largesse 
and promised to lobby the Advisory 
Committee for his removal as “Legal 
Advisor”, a position for which he has no 
authority, “as a matter of urgency”. 
Blake is clearly as dubious of Barnes’s 
ability’s as is Searchlight, informing him 
bluntly: “I will remortgage my house 
several times over if need be just to pay 
for the services of a genuine practicing 
lawyer, not some jumped up idiot with a 
law degree. Good god I know of 
20’somethings with law degrees who are 
stacking shelves in Tesco, how the hell 
did the BNP membership end up with 
you?” Answers on a postcard please. 

Blake’s high dudgeon was increased 
by the fact that the collapse of the 
forum over the August bank holiday 
and again only days before the verdict in 
Griffin’s and Collett’s retrial had caused 
immense amounts of confusion and 
anger “driving dozens of our decent 
people to alternative forums just so they 
could find some hint as to what was 
going on!” 

Blake concluded his tirade with a 
demand for an apology, which, if it 
was forthcoming, was made privately. 
It would have to be suitably contrite one 
would imagine! ~= 





BNP forced to defend its accounts 


One of the issues behind the current feuds in the 
British National Party is money, not only the party's 
reluctance to make good its promise to pay for 
Sharon Ebanks’s legal costs but also more general 
criticism of the state of the party’s finances. 


Sonia Gable investigates. 


he British National Party’s 

accounts for 2005 appeared on 

the Electoral Commission's 

website back in July but only 
came to the attention of far-right 
critics of the BNP when an article 
written under the pseudonym E N 
Ronn was posted on the Stormfront 
nazi internet forum. 

Pointing out that the party ended 
the year with a deficit, E N Ronn 
criticised its extravagance in spending 
£70,000 on “Mark Collett’s toy printing 
set”, which he claimed “was thrashed 
to death at the 2005 general election, 
and is now of little value”. He went 
on to examine some of the party’s 
expenses, in particular: “Motor expenses 
of £13,359, telephone bills of £30,741 
and travel and entertainment costs of 
£63,216", which he said “reek of a 
leadership living high off the hog on 
the widow's mite. The drunken party 
thrown by Napoleon, the pigs’ corrupt 
and tyrannical leader, at the end of 
Animal Farm comes to mind.” 

EN Ronn's article and Ebanks’s very 
public criticism of the “lack of 
transparency regarding the BNP 
accounts” led to a spate of articles in 
the press on the theme of the BNP’s 
imminent bankruptcy. The Birmingham 
Sunday Mercury for example claimed: 
“The British National Party is facing 
a battle for survival after running 
out of cash following a dramatic fall 
in membership”. 

This was an exaggeration, seeing 
that nearly a year after the BNP was 
apparently bankrupt it is unfor- 
tunately still with us. But confidence is 
everything in matters financial and the 
BNP leadership was sufficiently 
concerned by these reports to feel the 
need to reassure party members and 
above all its donors that its demise 
was not imminent. 

In along article on the BNP website 
John Walker, the BNP treasurer, 
accused the Sunday Mercury of a 


making a selective and 


“highly 
distorted analysis” of the party’s 


accounts. Income had admittedly 
fallen since 2004 but this was because 
2004 was a European election year 
and “and hence saw a far bigger 
election campaign than at any other 
time in the history of the party” 
The fact that 2005 saw the BNP 
mounting its biggest ever general 
election campaign, for which it might 
have expected to raise just as much 
money if not more, seems to have 
passed Walker by. 

But it was E N Ronn’s attack that hurt 


Old soldier of no fortune, 
John Walker BNP treasurer right 





most, hence Walker's paranoid claim 
that “our opponents in high places are 
so desperate to stop us that major 
newspapers are being used to run 
petty smear stories merely to provide 
ammunition to a tiny clique of 
malcontent ‘keyboard warriors’ on 
neo-Nazi Internet forums”. 

Why so many BNP members read 
Stormfront to find out what is going 
on in their own party and to discuss 
things with each other is an 
interesting question in its own right, 
but the fact is they do and so E N 


Ronn’‘s arguments had to be answered. B= 








So almost half of the travel and 
entertaining costs of £63,216 that EN 
Ronn highlighted was spent “on fuel 
for all our delivery costs and party 
officials travelling thousands of miles 
a year running their own cars into the 
ground in the process,’ explained 
Walker, begging the question why 
a further £13,359.26 is separately 
itemised as “motor expenses”. 
And according to Walker entertain- 
ment included the whole cost of 
running the Red, White and Blue 
festival because “the auditor didn’t 
know where else to put it”. 

This obscures the fact that it is 
Walker's job to categorise expenditure 
not the auditors. More significantly, if 
travel and entertaining includes the 
whole cost of Red, White and Blue, 
what is the separate amount of £9,498 
described as “cost of red, white and 
blue event” in the commercial 
activities section of the accounts? 

Continuing in defensive mode, 
Walker declares “rest assured that this 
is all justified expenditure that is 
scrutinised by an independent auditor 
and is accounted for to the penny”. 
This is misleading. It is not the job of 
auditors to determine whether 
expenditure was justified, only that it 
did occur and was properly accounted 
for, and that the financial statements 
give a “true and fair view” and 
are free from material misstatement. 
And auditors do not look at every 
penny, only at what is “material’, 
in other words sums big enough 
to matter. 

In fact there is an admission in the 
accounts that a great deal of 
expenditure was paid in cash and “not 
subject to such strict control as 
cheque expenditure, and was not 
always recorded”. So Walker's assur- 
ance that the expenditure was 
“accounted for to the penny’ is a lie. 

But arguing over what the BNP 
spends on travel and the like is to miss 
some much more interesting points. 
The fact is that during 2005 the BNP 
spent nearly £95,000 more than it 
received in income, after making a loss 
of over £20,000 in 2004. The losses left 
the BNP insolvent, owing £52,000 
more than the value of its assets. 

The way the BNP has funded this 
deficit is by not paying its bills. At 31 
December 2005 the BNP owed more 
than £36,000 to HM Revenue and 
Customs (HMRC) in tax and national 
insurance on staff salaries and VAT on 
its sales of merchandise and some of 
its other income. This represents 


several months’ worth of the BNP’s tax 
and VAT costs. HMRC does not like to 
wait long for its money and the BNP 
probably came under pressure during 
2006 to pay up. The party also owed 
£46,500 to suppliers of various goods 
and services. 

BNP members are quite right to be 
concerned. Unlike in the case of a 
limited company, creditors can go to 
every member of a political party 
to collect their money. Members are 
all personally liable for the lot. 

So why is the BNP in such dire 
financial straits? Surprisingly, the 
money was not spent on the general 
election campaign. Total campaign 
expenditure was under £32,000 of 
which £30,620 was on_ election 
deposits. It seems the party’s election 
campaigning consisted of printing 
leaflets for sale to branches, one of 
several commercial activities the party 
carries on at a small profit. Where the 
cost of the BNP’s election broadcast 
appears in the accounts is unclear. 

The BNP’s biggest expense is staff 
costs, a point on which E N Ronn had 
much to say. In fact total staff costs of 
£290,000 for a political party as active 
as the BNP would not be particularly 
high, if only the party could afford it. 
What is more interesting is that only 
£99,000 was spent on salaries for the 
party’s nine full-time employees plus 
an unspecified number of part-timers. 
That's probably an average of less 
than £10,000 a year for the full- 
timers, barely above the national 
minimum wage. Is the party exploiting 
its workers? 

More amazing was that staff salaries 
in 2004 amounted only to £25,480 for 
five full-timers plus some part-time 
employees. 

The bulk of staff costs in 2005, 
the huge sum of £171,306, went 
on “professional fees’, slightly up 
from 2004. E N Ronn concluded that 
this was “disguised wages paid to 
persons describing themselves as 
independent contractors to (rather 
than employees of) the party, so as 
to save on. employers’ national 
insurance contributions”. Walker failed 
to answer this accusation, which 
suggests there is something in it. 
HMRC usually comes down hard on 
employers who try to avoid national 
insurance in this way. 

One of the “professionals” in receipt 
of these fees appears to have been 
Warren Bennett, the BNP’s head of 
security and personal bodyguard to 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, until he 


got into a huge row with Mark Collett, 
the party's head of publicity, and 
walked out just before Griffin's first 
trial in January this year. 

According to Joe Owens, the 
gangland boss who looked after 
Griffin's security until June 2004, 
Griffin had taken Bennett on at £500 
a week plus expenses. This under- 
standably narked Owens because he 
had done the job “for free” and 
Bennett didn’t even have any 
experience — he was just a scaffolder 
who had “lost his job over football 
hooliganism and politics” 

Walker claims the deficit of £52,000 
has now been cut in half and is falling 
steadily; well we shall see when the 
audited 2006 accounts are published. 
Taking into account the funds held in 
the regional accounts, Walker claims 
“the BNP is actually in the black to the 
tune of about £25,000 at present”, 

The regional accounts comprise all 
the income and expenditure of the 
individual party units, which are not 
included in the party's audited 
financial statements. Although the 
regional accounts showed a small loss 
in 2005, the overall financial position is 
reasonably healthy. This was why the 
auditors could sign off the party's 
central accounts despite the “element 
of doubt as to its ability to continue as 
a going concern’, explaining, “There 
are however funds available within 
the’Regional Accounting Unit’ and the 
possibility of donations to rectify 
the situation” 

However the regional accounts 
themselves are not audited and may 
not be worth the paper they are 
written on, seeing that they are put 
together from the financial records of 
the party’s claimed 120 units, each 
with its own fund-holder, most of 
whom have little or no experience in 
the task. And we wonder how the 
party’s units would react to Griffin and 
Walker coming along and raiding their 
hard-earned pennies from paper sales 
and members’ donations in order to 
pay the party’s tax and VAT bills. 

The BNP is clearly in financial 
difficulty, which is why it has tried to 
branch out into ventures such as 
Albion Life, its attempt to make money 
from selling life insurance, which 
Searchlight’s exposure soon stopped, 
and why it was so reluctant to meet 
Ebanks's legal costs. But there are 
enough racists with money to keep 
the BNP going and it is unlikely to 
succumb to bankruptcy in the 
immediate future. 
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Result, Rotherham West 


John Foden 

Marlene Guest 

Caven Vines 
Christopher Middleton 


The fight back begins in East London 


OVER 60 PEOPLE helped deliver 11,000 leaflets across 
Barking & Dagenham on Saturday 18 November in the first 
of what will be monthly Days of Action in the borough. 

With another 12,000 leaflets being distributed in four more 
wards over the coming week this is a sign of renewed intent by 
the local Labour Party and the anti-BNP Together group. 

“There was a mood of despondency within the local Labour 
Party,” said Liam Smith, deputy leader of the Council. 
“The BNP success in May hit some party members hard but 
this has shown that the fight has returned.” 

The BNP itself has begun leafleting parts of the borough in 
recent weeks, including areas where it has no councillors. 
Local BNP organiser Richard Barnbrook has declared the 
borough the party’s national priority and hopes to stand for 
mayor of London in 2008 as a prelude to contesting the 
Barking constituency at the next general election. 

“The Labour has regrouped and is now fighting back,” says 
Smith. “We will be organising activities every month from 
now on. We are going to rid this borough of the BNP and 
challenge the lies it is peddling.” 

Searchlight and the Labour Party would like to thank 
Amicus who sponsored the leaflets and the Day of Action. 


26 October 2006 
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1,024 44.3 
606 26.2 
538) 2312 
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Success in Morley 
By Paul Meszaros, Bradford TUC 


MORE THAN 70 Labour Party members, trade unionists 
and anti-fascists came out on Sunday 5 November to support 
a united labour movement response to the threat of the nazi 
BNP. This disciplined and well planned activity resulted in the 
delivery of 8,000 leaflets. We have received a very encouraging 
response to our message of hope not hate and have certainly 
dented the chances of the BNP. 

Residents of Morley have been quick to get in touch 
in support of our campaign; they do not want their 
community to be tarnished by the BNP’s message of hate. 
Our community-based campaign is giving people in Morley 
the chance to reject the BNP and opt instead for hope. 

We need to follow up this success and so we are calling a day 
of action on Sunday 10 December. Your hard work and 
commitment will be decisive in defeating the racists. 


@ To join the leafleting teams, meet at 

Morley Labour Rooms, 2 Commercial Street, 
Morley LS27 8HY at 11.00am. 

This activity is supported by the Labour Party, Aslef, 
Amicus, GMB and Yorkshire and Humber TUC. 


Please send in reports of 
local campaigns and 


activities against the BNP 
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Nazi sent for psychiatric tests 


ONE OF WEST YORKSHIRE'S lunatic 
fringe nazis faces a second spell in 
prison after admitting possession of 
racist material which even shocked 
police officers by its hard-core nature. 

Tony White was arrested in Leeds 
after being found with material that 
included an “official nigger hunting 
licence” “jobs not wogs’ leaflets and a 
DVD entitled “Blackshirts Rise Again”. 

White is a former political colleague 
of Kevin Watmough, controller of the 
nazi Redwatch website, which lists 
names, addresses and personal details 
of anti-racists, anti-fascists and others 
who oppose nazism, as a way of 
intimidating and scaring them off. 
Some have been attacked or 
threatened as a result. 

Appearing in Leeds Crown Court 
on 23 October White pleaded guilty to 
seven charges relating to possessing 
racially inflammatory material. 
One of the items was the book 
Diamond in the Dust, the biography of 
the late and unlamented lan Stuart 
Donaldson, founder of the nazi band 
Skrewdriver and of the Blood and 
Honour movement. 

White, a security guard who lives in 
Bramley in Leeds, agreed to undergo a 
psychiatric assessment before being 
sentenced, and his case was 
adjourned until the week beginning 
11 December. However, the judge 
warned White that custody was the 
first option. 

If that happens it will not be the 
first time White has spent time 
in prison for his racist activities. 
The judge in the current case referred 
to White's “bizarre behaviour” towards 
schoolchildren, a reference to his 
conviction for handing out racist 
material to youngsters on a bus 
in Leeds for which Leeds Crown 
Court sentenced him to six months in 
prison in March 2003. The material 
in that case included “Combat 18: 
Whites Only” stickers. Combat 18 is the 
loosely organised terror group whose 
name is based on the first and eighth 
letters of the alphabet, AH, standing 
for Adolf Hitler. 

One of the stickers given to the 
children showed a beaten-up white 
pensioner with the slogan “If only I'd 
been born black”. The court in the 2003 
trial also heard that one of the children 
was too scared to attend the court and 
the other was not allowed out of the 
house for fear of reprisals. 





Coming to take you away Tony White 
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As for the psychiatric assessment, 
White certainly behaved strangely 
outside the court in October. A TV 
camera team was outside the court 
waiting for a defendant in an entirely 
different case. White assumed they 
were waiting for him, and began 
taking photos of the puzzled crew ona 
mobile phone. A day later the Combat 
18 website carried an odd report 
about chasing the camera crew into a 
local café. 

Solicitors representing White said 
that White is a changed man. But anti- 


remains what he has been for most 
of his life, a rabid racist and nazi 
who will hopefully soon be locked 
away to protect decent people from 
his activities. 

Meanwhile, Simon Sheppard and 
Luke O'Farrell have pleaded not guilty 
to charges relating to material 
published on the Heretical Press 
website. Sheppard also faces two 
charges regarding publication and 
distribution of the antisemitic book 
Tales of the Holohoax. They appeared 
at Beverley Magistrates Court on 29 


fascists in Leeds know the truth. 
Away from the courtroom White 


September, where the matter was 
committed to the Crown Court. =e] 


Arsonist sent nazi letters from prison 


A REGIONAL ORGANISER for the 
Young BNP pleaded guilty to setting a 
mosque on fire in Swindon. A judge at 
Swindon Crown Court said he needed a 
psychiatric report before sentencing 
Mark Bulman, who was also the BNP’s 
Wiltshire unit fund-holder. 

Bulman, who likes to be known as 
Mark Bullock, has been in custody in 
Bristol since his arrest. From his prison 
cell he has written a series of rambling 
letters to a Swindon anti-fascist, giving 
vent to his obsessive antisemitism and 
nazism and setting out “Bullock’s vision 
for the new Britain’. 


Claiming that he was himself of 
“Ashkenazim descent”, i.e. Jewish, he 
said he committed his crime because he 
“Just snapped mentally”, when his “long- 
term practising Jewish girlfriend left me 
when | set up the 1290) sect’. ‘The 
number 1290 is a reference to the year 
when King Edward banished all Jews 
from England. 

He explained that he left the BNP 
because “they are littered with oddballs 
and phoneys” whereas he is “a serious 
zealot”. 

In another letter he claimed that “the 
Jews are slowly buying up the top 


NF march to the Cenotaph 2006 
Picture Daphne Liddle 


THE LEADER of the minuscule 
National Front has been convicted 
of racially aggravated harassment 
towards a British woman of Greek 
Cypriot descent. He was given a six- 
month curfew order requiring him 
to stay at home between 10am and 
10pm at weekends. 

Thomas Holmes was leafleting 
homes in Great Yarmouth, Norfolk, 
where he was standing for election 
to the borough council last May. 
Norwich Crown Court heard that he 


told the woman to “go home to 
Pakistan’, swore violently at her and 
made crude references. 

Denying the charges, Holmes 
claimed that after he had put his 
leaflet through the letterbox she 
had come out of the house and 
shouted at him asking how he 
dared post such “rubbish”. 

Holmes, 75, who was one of only 
seven NF candidates in the whole 
of England in the May elections, 
gained 345 votes in the election, 


football clubs in England”. He also 
supposedly “passed my mental health 
tests from the courthouse so I am 
officially sane”. In court, Justice Tom 
Longbotham clearly was not so sure. 

Referring again to his crime, he said “if 
there was a synagogue in the town, we 
would of [sic] blown that up instead ... 
the mosque though was a_ viable 
alternative for public consumption’. 

Bulman’s’ Britain, which would 
follow a religious/race war, would be a 
“national socialist paganist rulership”. 
There would be no skyscrapers and no 
money, and every household would have 
to grow their own food and keep animals 
in their garden. 

The letters are signed 14/88, a 


favourite nazi affectation, the 14 being 
the number of words in a common racist 
slogan and the 88 standing for HH — 
Heil Hitler. Bulman said he had been 
offered a race relations course in prison 
but “refused point blank”. 

Bulman, 22, also pleaded guilty to two 
counts of religiously aggravated criminal 
damage. During the early hours of 17 
August he threw a petrol bomb through 
a window of the mosque but it failed to 
ignite. He also daubed racist graffiti and 
swastikas on the outside of the building, 
which has been a target for extremists in 
the past, and left racist messages on a 
wall belonging to the local council. 

Justice Longbotham told Bulman: “I 
want you to be under no misapprehension 


coming bottom of the poll. 

The NF has little more than 200 
members and a website that is cur- 
rently down because it is being 
redesigned. In the 1970s it was 
Britain's main far-right party, but 
was decimated by a series of splits, 
one of which eventually led to the 
formation of the BNP. The NF still 
stages its annual march to the 
Cenotaph on Remembrance Day, 
but these days attracts only a hand- 
ful of supporters. 





at the moment about the seriousness of 
the charges. Certainly on the information 
known to the court I am told you 
recognise custody is almost inevitable. 
Indeed that is absolutely right.” 

This is not the first time Bulman 
has been in trouble with the law. 
Last autumn police were called after he 
was involved in a scuffle with students 
who objected to him handing out leaflets 
titled “Freedom And Security Not 
Diversity And Danger” on Swindon’s 
New College campus. 

The previous March he and Danny 
Lake, another BNP youth activist, had 
crashed a multicultural diversity event at 
the college. According to Bulman, Lake 
is now a university student in Bath. 


See. 


Right Here, Right Now! 


On 21 October 2006, Trafalgar Day, the far-right magazine Right Now! edited by 
Derek Turner held its second annual conference on the theme of “the making and 
unmaking of Britishness - National Identity in the 21st Century”. 

David Williams went along to find out more. 


ALTHOUGH IT WAS advertised in 
advance the conference took place in 
comparative secrecy. Only when the 
tickets arrived did delegates find out the 
venue, Mark Mason's Hall, 86 St James 
Street, the same salubrious setting as 
last year. Around 90 people, counting 
the speakers, were directed upstairs to 
the Albany Room by the porter, where 
the conference started promptly at 
10.30am. 

The usual suspects were there in force. 
They included Allan Robertson 
(London Swinton Circle), Gregory 
Lauder-Frost (Traditional Britain 
Group), Tom Acton (former National 
Front and Revolutionary Conservative 
Caucus), Dr Sean Gabb (Libertarian 
Alliance), Robert Henderson (Right 
Now!), Robert Carnaghan (British 
Weights and Measures Association), 
Angela Ellis-Jones (UK Independence 
Party and Right Now!), Delphine Gray- 
Fisk, and Betty Simmerson and John 
Harvey (UKIP). There was also a 
smattering of eurosceptics and rightwing 
libertarians from organisations such as 
the Freedom Association and the Bruges 
Group not to mention a number of 
newer faces. 

There was a large British National 
Party contingent too, numbering 
around 20. This was hardly surprising 
given that a bulletin had gone out 
several weeks beforehand encouraging 
as many organisers as possible to attend 
the conference. The bulk of the group 
positioned themselves at the back of the 
room: they included the BNP’s counter- 
intelligence officer Danny Warville, its 
press officer Stuart Russell and_ its 
North East organiser Kevin Scott, who 
runs the BNP front group Civil Liberty. 

Arriving slightly late was Richard 
Barnbrook, BNP leader on Barking and 
Dagenham council, with his councillor’s 
badge pinned to his by now obligatory 
brown suit. He sat in front of his 
colleagues nestled between Mike Smith 
of the Conservative Democratic 
Alliance (CDA) and Right Now! 
columnist Robert Henderson, who 
readers might remember provoked 
outrage in 1995 with an article for 


Wisden Cricket Monthly entitled “Is it in 
the Blood?” in which he argued that the 
English cricket team should consist 
only of “unequivocal Englishmen’. 

Other BNP members were dotted 
throughout the room. There was the 
“Reverend” Robert West, leader of 
the BNP religious front group the 
Christian Council of Britain, Ken 
Hampson, the BNP’s Greenwich 
organiser, and Roberta Woods who in 
stood in May as a BNP candidate 
in Eltham West (Greenwich). 

Kicking off the conference was Ashley 
Mote, the independent MEP sacked 
from the UKIP in 2004 following 
revelations that he was facing trial 
for alleged housing benefit fraud. 
Mote informed us that we were now 
back in the “dark ages” fighting a “war of 
religion” against an invading horde hell 
bent on destroying British national 
identity, culturally and racially. “Britain 
is full” and must restore her border 
controls, proclaimed Mote. After a 
similarly strident speech from Sammy 
Wilson, Democratic Unionist Party MP 
for East Antrim, Northern Ireland, on 
the centrality of British identity to 
Ulster in its relationship to the mainland 
we adjourned for tea and coffee. 

After the break we returned to our 
seats to hear Jillian Becker, council 
member of the Freedom Association 
and former director of the Institute for 
the Study of Terrorism, deliver an anti- 
Islamic diatribe, entitled “Britistan — the 
looming cultural and demographic 
disaster”, on how Europe was becoming 
“Eurabia”. Questions followed. First 
with her hand in the air was the 
renowned Holocaust denier Lady 
Michelle Renouf. True to form she 
asked whether “International Zionism” 
was to blame for ... well everything by 
the sound of it. “Utter nonsense” came 
the reply. There was a brief silence but 
no replay of the fractious argument on 
the centrality of the “Jewish Question” 
to far-right politics, triggered by the 
very public disagreement between 
David Duke, the former Ku Klux Klan 
leader, and the far-right author Michael 
Hart, which rent apart the American 


Renaissance conference earlier this year. 
Unperturbed by the rebuff Renouf set 
out a number of volumes of David 
Irving’s works on the stall at the side of 
the room including Nuremberg and 
Churchill's War. Inadvertently she put 
them on the free literature side of the 
table, with the result that delegates took 
a number of books and CDs in the 
mistaken belief that they were free. 
Turner, who was running the show, later 
had to announce a product recall in an 
attempt to recover the pilfered stock. 

The next person to whom Turner 
gave the floor was Barnbrook who 
claimed Becker’s chilling prophecy was 
born out by BNP “research” which, he 
claimed conspiratorially, revealed that 
since May 2006 3,400 new applicants 
had appeared on the electoral roll in his 
borough of whom 2,400 had “Islamic 
names”. Gesticulating wildly an over- 
excited Barnbrook proclaimed to polite 
applause: “Over my dead body will 
Sharia law be introduced into this 
country. This is a legal genocide of our 
people by our own government.” 

After this little interlude we moved 
swiftly on to Ulster University Professor 
Richard Lynn's speech on “the 
psychology of race differences”, a deeply 
pessimistic epistle which veered from a 
dry discussion of racial IQ differences to 
an apocalyptic diatribe on racial 
demography and concluded, to the 
dissatisfaction of many present who 
raised their objections during question 
time, that “we are living in the twilight 
of the European peoples”. 

After this we broke for our buffet 
luncheon served at the back of the 
room. The delegates were unabashed by 
the fact that one of the catering staff 
was black, probably viewing this as his 
natural station in life. Lord knows what 
the poor man must have thought as he 
set out the buffet while Lynn regaled 
delegates with a barrage of statistics 
apparently proving that blacks had 
lower IQs and were more prone to 
commit crime. 

Lunch provided the ideal time to 
mingle. Many delegates were extremely 
well disposed to the BNP contingent, 


who in turn were clearly delighted to be 
afforded the opportunity of hobnobbing 
with figures such as Gregory Lauder- 
Frost and an array of individuals from 
the Freedom Association and UKIP, all 
of whom knew exactly whom they were 
talking to. Reading Russell’s “Doc’s 
Diary” however, one senses that the day 
didn't go entirely his way, as is evident 
from his frustration that many continue 
to see the UKIP, not the BNP, as “the 
last hope”. Also doing the rounds was 
Alistair McConnachie, editor of 
Sovereignty, who was expelled from the 
UKIP in 2001 for Holocaust denial. 
Another interesting sight, which met 
with hearty approval, was a middle-aged 
bearded gentleman wearing a T-shirt 
emblazoned “Le Pen 2007”. 

During lunchtime a number of anti- 
immigration leaflets and surveys 
circulated in an attempt to test the 
water for a non-party “campaign for im- 
migration reform”, echoing a call earlier 
in the conference from Lauder-Frost 
for the establishment of a new radical, 
patriotic political party that advocated 
repatriation. The BNP delegates gave 
both initiatives short shrift. 

After lunch we returned to our seats 
to find CDA leaflets soliciting help to 
unseat the Tory “moderniser” Oliver 
Letwin, a figure of hate for many on the 
Conservative ultra-right. 

Next to speak was Professor J. Philippe 
Rushton from the University of Western 
Ontario who gave a polished and well 
received performance on “the biological 
basis of patriotism”. Since 2002 Rushton 
has been president of the Pioneer Fund, 
a private trust founded in 1937 to 
promote “race betterment” by funding 
research and providing aid for the 
education of children descended from 
white stock. Today the Pioneer Fund 
dispenses grants to a range of far-right 
causes and groups espousing similar 
ends. In 1999 Rushton famously used his 
Pioneer Fund grant to underwrite the 
cost of distributing tens of thousands of 
copies of an abridged version of Race, 
Evolution and Behaviour, which argued 
that blacks were intellectually inferior to 
whites. Copies of the second edition of 
this book were available free of charge at 
the conference. 

Rushton’s bravura performance was 
followed by a halting and at times rather 
incomprehensible effort by Steve 
Moxon, the Home Office whistle 
blower currently enjoying his five 
minutes of fame on the far right for 
forcing the resignation of Immigration 
Minister Beverley Hughes after he 
disclosed to The Sunday Times his 


concerns over the fast-tracking of some 


dubious applications from Eastern 
Europe. Moxon’s rambling speech failed 
to penetrate the audience’s conscious- 
ness, which was by now immersed 
in post lunch torpor. Indeed at least 
one of the more elderly participants 
spent most of the second half of the 
day asleep. 

The conference concluded with a star 
turn from Dr Frank Ellis, former 
lecturer in Russian and Slavonic studies 
at Leeds University, who took early 
retirement earlier this year following his 
suspension for unwisely airing his views 
on race and IQ in the student 
newspaper. Unlike Moxon, Ellis was an 
accomplished speaker railing against 
political correctness as a form of “mind 
terror” which militated against notions 
of racial or national identity and which, 
tracing its roots to the 1917 Bolshevik 
Revolution, could be seen, he believed, 
in the trial of Nick Griffin. 
Pontificating on the lessons Eastern 
Europe could hold for Britain, Ellis 
meditated upon Yugoslavia’s descent 
into civil war and ethnic genocide after 
the death of Marshal Tito as proof that 
ethnic nationalism could not be 
suppressed forever by the “imposition” 
of “alien multiculturalism’. Something 
similar would befall Europe’s own 
“multicultural pestilence”, Ellis sug- 
gested, proclaiming, “The worst of 
Enoch Powell’s vision has yet to come 
about ... We face the prospect of a 
return to the religious wars of the past.” 

There was little in the speeches that 
lived up to the conference’s promise of a 
nuanced discussion on what constitutes 
“national identity” or indeed the 
“making and meaning of Britishness”. 
There were no deep insights into the 
workings of culture or nationhood, only 
a series of an anti-immigration, anti- 
Islamic harangues and pseudo-scientific 
racist set pieces from which one could 
glean little beyond an ardent desire for 
a complete cessation of immigration. 
But this was the crux of it, wasn’t it. 
For those present “national identity” 
meant racial purity, to be preserved 
through a system of racial apartheid. 

But like all conferences, academic or 
otherwise, it was not really about the 
speeches. It was about providing a 
forum for like-minded individuals to 
mix socially and politically in convivial 
surroundings, to meet and greet, to 
exchange ideas and forge contacts. Such 
political cross-fertilisation is of vital 
importance in building bridges across 
the far right and certainly explains why 
the BNP attended in force. For this 
reason alone Turner had every right to 
feel that the day was a success. <j 


HOOLIGANS 


A-Zof Britain’s Football 
Hooligan Gangs 


For almost 40 years football 
hooliganism has blighted the 
national game. Organised gangs 
of marauding young men from 
almost every town and city in the 
country have used football as an 
arena for violence. They have 
rioted, maimed and even killed. 
Combining hard facts with 
occasional touches of black 
humour, Hooligans is the definitive 
account of British football 
hooliganism. From the gangs to 
the leaders, from policing to those 
whose lives were ruined by soccer 
violence, this book has it all. 


Hooligans A-Land 
Hooligans M-Z are 
both available from 
Searchlight for 
£15 each (inc p&p) 
or £27.50 for both. 


HOOLIGANS 2 


Nick Lowles and Andy Nicholls 


Hooligans, 
volumes 1 & 2 
i Chart theinfluence 
fascist groups have had on 
refed fer lake Flare py 
i Describe how multiracial 
rer Lilet collie laid ex-(ad 
against racist gangs 
i Look at how the Miners’ 
Strike brought class politics 
into the football arena. 
This and a whole lot more is 
contained in Hooligans 








An appetite for action 


Labour Friends of Searchlight hold successful dayschool 


By Nick Lowles 


OVER 130 LABOUR PARTY members, 
representing 72 constituency parties, 
attended a Labour Friends of 
Searchlight day school in Birmingham 
last month. The event gave party 
members the opportunity to share 
information and campaigning tactics 
that will be useful in their local fight 
against the BNP. 

Opening speeches came from the 
Amicus General Secretary Derek 
Simpson, Jon Cruddas MP = and 
Annette Mansell-Green from Unison’s 
national executive committee. Roger 
McKenzie, Regional Secretary of 


Midlands TUC, and lan Austin MP 
closed the proceedings. 

“This meeting is timely coming 
immediately after acquittal of Nick 
Griffin [the BNP leader] with Gordon 
Brown talking about changing the law,’ 
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DECEMBER 06 


Friday 01 YORK Opera House 
0870 606 3595 
www. livenation.co.uk/york 
Saturday 02 HOLMFIRTH Picturedrome 
01484 689759 
www.picturedrome.net 
Sunday 03 BURNLEY Mechanics Arts Centre 
01282 664400 
www,burnleymechanics.co.uk 
Monday 04 GLASGOW City Hall 
0141 353 8000 
www.glasgowcityhalls.com 
Wednesday 06 PERTH Concert Hall 
0845 612 6321 
www. horsecross.co.uk 
Thursday 07 ABERDEEN LemonTree 
01224 642 230 
www.lemontree.org 
Sunday 10 LONDON Hackney Empire 
020 8985 2424 
wwwihackneyempire.co.uk 
Monday || CAMBRIDGE Junction 
01223 S11 Stl 
www, junction.co,uk 
Tuesday 12 BRISTOL St Georges Hall 
0845 402 400! 
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www.stgeorgesbristol,.co.uk 
Wednesday 13 BIRMINGHAM 
Carming Academy 
0870 771 2000 
www.academy-music-group,co.uk 
Thursday 14 READING Concert Hall 
0118 960 6060 
www.readingarts.com 
Saturday 16 BRIGHTON Dome 
01273 709709 
www.brighton-dome.org.uk 






said Derek Simpson. “However, we need 
to go deeper. To stop what enables the 
BNP to have success we have to 
eliminate the causes of their growth.’ 

There was general agreement that 
defeating the BNP had to involve a 
return to grassroots campaigning by 
the Labour Party. Jon Cruddas 
highlighted a recent report from the 
New Politics Network which revealed 
the poor state of local political parties. 
He said that campaigning against the 
BNP was a way for the Labour Party to 
form new grassroots alliances, 
embedded in the local community. 

“The BNP did not drop out of the 
skies,’ said Cruddas. “Eighty-two per 
cent of voters in some areas have had 
no contact from any of the three 
parties. Some don’t even leaflet. We 
need to rebuild our party not just in 
the marginals but in all our areas.” 

lan Austin told delegates how a Day 
of Action, organised by his Labour 
Party in Dudley, saw the delivery of 
20,000 Searchlight newspapers in one 
day and helped rejuvenate his local 
organisation. 

The majority of participants were 
from the Midlands, but some came 
from Scotland, Sunderland, Essex and 
Aldershot. Most represented constit- 
uency Labour Parties with whom 
Searchlight had no previous link. 

The day saw the launch of a 32-page 
LFOS pamphlet. Fight the BNP 
rebuild the Labour Party is packed with 
useful campaign hints and examples 
of good practice. A copy will shortly 
go out to every CLP and MP in Britain. 
Extra copies can be ordered from 
Searchlight. 

The workshops included discussions 
on identifying and turning out the 
anti-BNP vote, community campaign- 
ing, dealing with BNP councillors, loud 
and innovative campaigning, tackling 
the difficult issues and how trade 
unions can get involved. 

The importance of involving trade 
unions in the fight against the BNP 
was emphasised by Unison’s Jason 
Hunter in his excellent workshop. 


His words echoed those of Annette 
Mansell-Green who said: “We must 
fight for our members on basic issues, 
local government pensions and 
defending the NHS, but link these to 
the fight against fascism and we must 
not be distracted from the need to 
stop the BNP. The BNP threaten us. In 
one area they opposed investment in 
schools because they claimed it would 
lead to more racial integration. Yet in 
areas like Stoke with the industrial 
decline, we need to re-engage voters 
who are clearly disillusioned. We have 
to talk to these people face to face. 
A ‘virtual party’ is no use in taking 
this forward.” 

Searchlight won widespread support 
for its Anti-Fascist Fortnight (see 
www.stopthebnp.org.uk) during which 
we are encouraging political parties, 
trade unions and community groups to 
hold an anti-BNP activity in their area. 

The growth of Labour Friends of 
Searchlight has led to the formation of 
a regional network to help promote 
our work, assist local parties and trade 
unions and build the Anti-Fascist 
Fortnight. There will be a monthly 
LFOS bulletin and delegates were 
encouraged to contribute reports of 
activities, advertise future events and 
promote good campaigning. “It is your 
bulletin to exchange information and 
ideas,’ Nick Lowles told the audience. 

LFOS also decided to run similar 
events in other regions of the country 
over the next few months. 

LFOS would like to convey special 
thanks to the TGWU for use of the 
building, Amicus for sponsoring the 
day, and the GMB for sponsoring 
the pamphlet. ~q 


fi If you would like more 
information about Labour Friends 
of Searchlight or to receive our 
e-bulletin, please contact 

Nick Lowles at 
nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 





| SUPPORT THE 
Anti-Fascist 
FORTNIGHT 


|_| Please put me in touch with 
my local anti-BNP group 


|_| Send me updates on activities 


Individuals: 
name 
email/tel 


town 


Organisations: 
name 


organisation 





contact address 








postcode 





telephone 





email 








donation £ 





Please make your cheque or postal 
order payable to Searchlight and 
send it to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, 
Ilford IG5 ONG 
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“ALL POLITICS IS LOCAL.” So declared Thomas 
“Tip” O'Neill, the long-time speaker of the US House 
of Representatives. His belief was that local issues, 
community campaigning and _ capturing’ the 
imagination of local neighbourhoods was more 
important in convincing voters than huge campaign 
budgets, prime time television ads and_ highly 
publicised debates. 

Perhaps it is a slightly too simplistic argument, 
especially after a US election that became a referendum 
on Iraq, but the core belief is correct. 

Localising issues and making politics relevant at a 
community level is vital. To this end, Searchlight is 
launching a Community Chest to help fund community 
anti-racist initiatives. 

Our Anti-Fascist Fortnight will see events taking place 
across the country. Alongside large-scale Days of Action 
we want community anti-racist events. We want 
residents’ associations, trades councils and community 
groups to host events in their local areas. We want schools 
to promote diversity and hold anti-racist initiatives, we 
want cross-community projects which break down 
suspicion and even hostility between neighbours. 

And this will hopefully be only the start. Reconnecting 
with communities is vital, not just for local cohesion but 
for national politics as well. Progressively minded 
people in Britain often overlook identity and the need 
to belong. This is just as important as simple economics. 
Unfortunately, too many of our communities are 
fragmenting, turning in on themselves through crime 
and drugs and generally losing hope. It is in this context 
that the BNP is growing. 

In facing down the BNP we also need to rebuild a new 
sense of social solidarity around our values of decency, 
Meee rit cull selina Bl\alelel lite) fore] 
initiatives can be part of this process. 


And we want journalists to report them - locally, 
nationally and regionally. 

The next issue of Searchlight will give more details 
about how local community groups can get involved in 
this project. 

But we also need money. The more money we raise 
the more we can support local initiatives. The more 
local initiatives we can support the more we can spread 
our anti-racist message. So, please, support the 
Community Chest. 

The Anti-Fascist Fortnight is about creating a positive 
anti-racist and anti-fascist climate. It is about delivering 
Hope in place of Hate. 


2 lam interested in putting on a community 
event in my area. 


& | would like to donate £ RES, to 


the Community Chest. 


name 


contact address 


postcode 
telephone 
email 


Please make your cheque payable to Searchlight and 
send it to Searchlight, PO Box 1576, Ilford |IG5 ONG 















FOR THE PAST THREE YEARS 
Searchlight has been at the 
forefront of campaigning against 
the BNP in elections. We have 
developed new campaigning 
techniques and used extensive 
research to tailor our message for 
specific communities. 

Each year we produce separate 
area editions of our election tabloid 
newspaper to allow us to address 
local issues and carry positive 
stories from the communities under 
threat. Last year we also conducted 
a massive voter ID operation which 
identified over 33,000 anti-BNP 
voters in 42 key wards. Through 
direct mail, door-to-door 
canvassing and telephone calls, we 
contacted these people in the final 
48 hours and urged them to vote. 





What can 
Searchlight 
do for you? 


DEFENDING 


H «The BNP are crude and 

y | Sitnplistic. They are evil, 
Hawt, We live ina very competitive 
iam ‘egion and we need to use al 
| | our gifts and resources 

| available to us. 

Not doing so will mean 
that our city loses out. 
Please do not vote 
for a party that seeks to! 


Searchlight will continue to 
prioritise its campaigning in the 
wards most at risk but with the 
growing threat of the BNP across 
the country we are also seeking to 
increase the support we can give 
local people. So, whether you area 
local anti-BNP group, a political 
party or a trade union, Searchlight 
can probably help you. 

Searchlight is currently working 
with groups around the country to 
formulate their 2007 campaign 
strategy now. Running a successful 
campaign next spring will largely 
depend on the work done in the 
preceding six months. 

If you would like to discuss your 
local campaign or would like to 
work closer with Searchlight, please 
get in touch. The earlier you contact 


www-stopthebnp.com 









us the more likely it is that will be 
able to help. 

As far as possible Searchlight will 
assist local groups or parties to 
develop a coherent strategy for 
taking on the BNP and help form 
partnerships that will see the 
political parties work closer 
together with community groups 
and the trade unions. 

Searchlight will run a number of 
training events over the next few 
months covering different aspects 
of campaigning against the BNP. 
An updated Searchlight training 
pack, containing useful information 
and examples of good practice, is 
currently being prepared. If there is 
something you think should be 
included, then again, let us know. 

Our StoptheBNP.com website 
contains our general anti-BNP 
information, but if you want 
something more specific 
then contact Searchlight on 
020 7681 8660 or email 
nick@stopthebnp.org.uk. 

We are not arrogant enough to 
believe that we have all the 
answers nor do we want to run your 
campaigns but we might just be 
able to make a positive difference 
to what you and your group will do 
next year. ~a 





Home news 


Nazi comes full circle 


NEIL LYNN HAS RETURNED to 
his political roots at long last. Lynn first 
came to Searchligh?s attention in 1981 
when he was arrested in Oxford while 
acting as a steward for the openly nazi 
British Movement. 

A small group of BM supporters 
from all over the country, some wearing 
large swastikas, had tried to invade 
Oxford. A group with leaflets were 
arrested for carrying inflammatory 
material likely to cause a breach of the 
peace. Others were stopped with 
offensive weapons. 

In court Lynn, then aged 33, from 
Cambridge was bound over to keep the 
peace in the sum of £500. 

Lynn had been a leading activist in 
the BM, successor organisation to Colin 
Jordan’s National Socialist Movement. 
By spring 1982 the BM was starting to 
break up and Lynn had left. 

Two years later he had found a new 
political home in the Conservative 
Party and played an active role in the 
party’s 1984 council election campaign 
in Abbey ward, Cambridge where his 
name appeared on leaflets as a local 
Conservative available to help residents. 
He was also helping to run a group 
called Recap, which campaigned in 
favour of capital punishment. 

Now he has turned up as one of the 
people trying to organise a BNP group 
in South Cambridgeshire, where he 
has recently been leafleting Arbury 
ward on the northern edge of 
Cambridge. The BNP claims growing 
support and a steady influx of new 
members in the city and surrounding 
areas but has not so far managed to 
fight any elections there. 





Griffin goes travelling again 


. se 


Nick Griffin in Virginia in February this year with friends including Klansmen Don Black 


(far left) and David Duke (fourth from left) 


A WEEK AFTER the British National 
Party’s annual meeting in Blackpool, 
Nick Griffin, the party leader, was 
down to speak at a gathering of 
hardline European racists in 
Flanders, the Flemish-speaking 
region of Belgium. 

The conference, titled Euro-Rus, 
and subtitled “No Europe without 
Russia’, also features Griffin's bosom 
buddy David Duke, the former 
Imperial Wizard of the Knights of the 
Ku Klux Klan leader and convicted 
fraudster. The conference 
“moderator”, Robert Steuckers, is an 
old comrade of Griffin from his 
National Front “political soldier” days. 

Griffin has already this year visited 
fascist and racist organisations in 
the USA, Sweden and Germany. 


BNP fights council by-elections 


THE BNP LEADERSHIP requires its local 
units to make every effort to fight council 
by-elections with the aim of putting 
across its policies to residents and, equally 
importantly, keeping its members 
actively involved. 

On 16 November the BNP came third in 
a by-election in Worsbrough ward, 
Barnsley, with 18.6% of the vote, a slightly 
higher percentage, though fewer votes, 
than the BNP got in May in that ward. 

In the following week, voters went to 
the polls in Walsall's Aldridge North and 
Walsall Wood ward in which Dominic 
Bugler was standing for the BNP against 
four opponents. He came home third 
with just 222 votes (11.2%), 90 votes 
ahead of the UKIP. 





Walsall Unite brought 30 activists out to 
campaign against the BNP on the last 
weekend before polling day. They 
received a positive response from people 
in the area. 

On 30 November, Ken Booth was 
standing for the BNP in a Newcastle City 
Council by-election in Lemington ward 
against candidates from the three main 
parties. 

People in West Shoebury, Southend, 
will vote on 7 December, where the BNP 
is fielding Terence Jellis against the three 
main parties. When he stood in the same 
ward in May he came third out of six 
candidates with 13.4% of the vote. 

On the same day Richard Trower will 
fight a by-election in Denne ward, 





sail 


BNP members might be a bit 


disturbed by Griffin's European 
connections, seeing that the BNP 
takes a strong anti-Europe line, 
unlike many European far-right 
groups. The first policy section of the 
BNP’s 2005 general _ election 
manifesto was headed: “Leaving the 
European Union - the sine qua non’, 
yet here is Griffin apparently 
discussing bringing Russia into the 
European family. 

Some BNP members might also 
be concerned that their donations 
and hard-earned literature sales 
income are being used to finance 
Griffin's gallivanting instead of on 
campaigning in Britain and paying 
those to whom the party owes 
money. 





Horsham in West Sussex. This is the first 
time the BNP is standing in Horsham. 
When Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, spoke at 
a BNP meeting in Hampshire on 14 
November, he called on his audience to 
help in the campaign, presumably 
because the BNP has hardly any local 
activists. Trower faces five other candidates. 

The following week Chris Hill will have 
another go at winning a seat for the BNP 
in Skerton West ward, Lancaster. He last 
stood in the same ward on 22 June 2006, 
when he came bottom of the poll with 
15.9%. This time he faces opponents from 
the Conservatives and Labour and one 
independent. 

Also on 14 December Jacqueline Carne 
is seeking to join the BNP’s six councillors 
on Epping Forest District Council in a by- 
election in Grange ward. 





BNP defiles Remembrance Day 


ANGER HAS ERUPTED over the 
BNP turning up to campaign near 
the war memorial in Lincoln city 
centre on Armistice Day. The service 
of remembrance was barely over 
when BNP members set up their stall 
to sell papers. Police soon moved 
them on because they did not have a 
licence, and gave their van a parking 
ticket to boot. 

Earlier BNP members had laid a 
poppy with a card on which the logos 
of two ex-service organisations, 
representing the RAF and the Navy, 
were set either side of the BNP logo in 
the pretence that they would approve. 

In Holbeach too, BNP councillor 
Robert West and other party members 
set up a paper stall in front of the war 
memorial right after the 
Remembrance Day proceedings. 

Elsewhere a BNP wreath purported 
to honour those who died “for race and 
nation’, in an insult to the tens of 
thousands of Indian, African and 
Afro-Caribbean troops who fought for 
Britain in the war and all those who 
fell fighting for freedom and 
democracy not for any racist ideology. 


The BNP boast that they are the only 


political party to attend ceremonies in 
many towns. What they fail to 
understand is that Remembrance Day 
is a non-political occasion, a time when 
people pay their respects to those who 
gave their lives fighting for their 
country. Many local councillors from 
all parties attend the ceremonies 
without flaunting their party allegiance. 
For the BNP to use Remembrance Day 
as an opportunity to campaign for their 
racist politics is deeply offensive to all 
decent people. 

There is also a strong element of 
hypocrisy in the BNP honouring 
Britain’s fallen in that the party is full 
of people who, had they been alive at 
the time of the Second World War, 
would have supported the other side. 

In Worthing, West Sussex, a 
Remembrance Day service went 
ahead at the town’s war memorial 
despite vandals defacing it with 
swastikas and SS symbols in the early 
hours of 11 November. They also 
daubed a nearby home and shop with 
antisemitic graffiti. 

There was speculation that the 
incident had been sparked by 
the previous day’s acquittal of Nick 


Family reject BNP attempt to exploit their grief 


THE BNP HAS constantly tried to 
make political capital out of the 
racist murder of a white Glasgow 
teenager and to stir up race hate but 
the family and community have 
stood together and rejected the 
racist party. 

Three men received life sentences 
last month for the _ racially 
aggravated murder of Kriss Donald. 
The 15-year-old schoolboy was 
snatched in Pollokshields, stabbed 
and then set on fire in March 2004. 
His body was found with multiple 
stab wounds and 70% burns. 

The killers escaped to Pakistan 
but Strathclyde Police tracked them 
down and secured their exceptional 
extradition, which took 18 months 
of negotiations because Pakistan 
and Britain do not have an 
extradition treaty. 

Walter Hamilton, a _ leading 
member of the BNP in Scotland, 
tried to befriend Kriss’s sister 
Samantha, hoping to use her to 
help the BNP stir up racial tensions 





Murdered Scottish schoolboy Kriss Donald 


and win support in the aftermath of 
the tragedy. However the family 
saw through the motives of the 45- 








Griffin, leader of the BNP, on charges 
of stirring up racial hatred. 

During the service, attended by 100 
veterans, faint outlines of some of the 
60cm symbols were still visible. 
Tom Wye, Mayor of Worthing, said: 
“There were a lot of very, very angry 
people at the cenotaph. They just 
could not believe that anybody could 
be so sick as to deface a war memorial 
on Armistice Day.” 


year-old former carpet-layer and 
former director of Hamilton Accies 
football club. 

Kriss’s mother Angela won 
widespread praise for her refusal to 
raise race issues after the murder. 
The BNP was condemned in the 
weeks after the killing after its local 
organisers asked Nick Griffin, the 
party leader, to visit Glasgow. The 
BNP was later forced to drop 
references to the murder in a TV 
political broadcast. 

Archie Graham, a local Labour 
councillor and anti-racism campaig- 
ner, said: “Many of my constituents 
have said that community relations 
have not been affected by the 
murder and trial.” 

The BNP has often written about 
the case on its website in support of 
its claim that white victims of racist 
murders are ignored. The strenuous 
efforts made by the police and 
others to obtain the _ killers’ 
extradition and conviction give the 
lie to this claim. 





_Home news 





OLDHAM SPLIT WIDENS BUT 
WORK GOES ON 


2007 


calendar 
A tribute to 
Searchlight 


photographer 
Mike Cohen 


By Nick Lowles 


Anita Corbett (left) 
with BNP Keighley town 
councillor Angela Clarke 


‘ay 


THE ONGOING FEUD within 
Oldham BNP has taken a new twist. 
Searchlight has learnt of a plan by Anita 
Corbett, the party’s former local 
organiser, to stand as an independent in 
the May council elections. 

Corbett, who lives in Royton, where 
she has repeatedly stood for the BNP, 
was the branch organiser until this 
summer when she was pushed aside in 
favour of Martin Brierley. 

Brierley had gone above her head to 
complain to the regional organiser 
about the poor leadership and how 
Oldham wards were overlooked in 
favour of Royton. 

Backing Corbett is Mick Treacy, 
the man credited with first building up 
the Oldham branch. 

Treacy never misses an opportunity to 
attack Brierley. In his latest outburst he 
criticised the current BNP organiser for 
not organising a wreath laying 
ceremony this year. Under the title 
“Oldham BNP is a disgrace!” he wrote: 

“In the last 6 years Oldham BNP have 
laid a wreath at the service despite left- 
wing (labour and the church) objections. 
Further more we have supplied wreaths 
for other branches-free of charge. To say 
that Oldham BNP don’t have enough in 
the pot to remember our heroes is 
nothing short of disgraceful. I intend to 
complain to both the North West 


organiser and the chairman over the new 





organisers lack of respect.” 

He went on to claim that Brierley 
offered him a number of positions 
within the branch, but Treacy’s response 
was simple. “Well my answer is a 
definate NO. The BNP and the people 
of Oldham deserve better than he could 
ever offer. The fact he can't be bothered 
to anything for tomorrow shows me his 
true colours. He is a disgrace and is 
leading the branch into disrepute.” 

Corbett, meanwhile, appears to be 
courting opinion about standing as an 
independent in Royton, a move that 
Treacy himself is also considering. 
He has already begun circulating in wider 
nationalist circles and recently attended 
a social in Oldham with the likes of 
Tony White, a convicted nazi extremist. 

The moves by Treacy and Corbett are 
not a matter of great concern to the 
BNP hierarchy. He has thrown out the 
bottle many times before but eventually 
crawled back to the BNP crib, and this 
time is unlikely to be different. 

Meanwhile, going on largely 
unnoticed, BNP activist Alwyn Stott 
has begun distributing his third leaflet 
in Shaw, the ward he contested in May. 

The latest theatricals of Corbett and 
Treacy might be occupying the pages of 
Stormfront, the nazi internet forum, 
but the BNP is set to pose a bigger 
threat in 2007 than it has for several 
years. ~=q 
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Taylor & Francis Group 


Patterns of Prejudice 


EDITORS: 

David Cesarani - Royal Holloway, University of London, UK 
Tony Kushner - University of Southampton, UK 

Barbara Rosenbaum - University of Southampton, UK 


Patterns of Prejudice 


ASSOCIATE EDITOR: 
Brian Klug - St Benets Hall, Oxford 


Patterns of Prejudice provides a forum for exploring the historical roots and contemporary varieties of 
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Builder knocked by BNP 


WHEN RICHARD BARNBROOK and Robert Bailey 
(pictured) stood for election to Barking and Dagenham 
council last May they hurriedly needed a local address to 
qualify as candidates. So they rented a near derelict flat at 5A 
London Road, Barking, though did not actually move in. 

Then they got elected and needed to keep up the pretence of 
living in the borough. Questions raised before the poll about 
why the flat seemed to be empty were not going away. 
So Bailey moved in, though Barnbrook, the BNP’s group 
leader on the council, continued to commute from his much 
nicer home in Lewisham. 

It seems that Bailey had paid £3,000 towards the BNP’s 
campaign in the borough. When 
Nick Griffin, the BNP leader, 

paid a flying visit to Barking, 
he decided to repay Bailey’s 
generosity by ordering over 
£5,000 of work on the place 
including a new door and 
windows. Martyn Page, the 
party's Nottingham branch 
fund-holder (treasurer), carried 
out the work. 

Five workers were dis- 
patched from the Midlands 
and Page invoiced the BNP for 
their services and materials. 

Page was doing the party 


a favour as he was 

























Barking dogs 


Councillors are often called upon to sort out 


everyday problems, such as nuisance 
neighbours, but residents of Barking and 
Dagenham’s Valence ward are unlikely to 
get much help from their elected BNP 
councillor. Two years ago Sandra 4 
Doncaster pleaded guilty at Barking 
Magistrates’ Court of leaving her dogs 
barking in the house for long periods 
despite receiving an official council warning. 
She was fined £200 and ordered to pay £250 
costs, and her name was placed on the 
council's list of nuisance neighbours. 

This was not the first time Doncaster, 
51, had got into trouble over her dogs. 
In December 2000 Snaresbrook Crown Court 
rejected an appeal by her and her 
husband, Thomas, against an order 
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charging £3,000 less than the landlord had quoted for 
the same work. And because Bailey and Barnbrook had 
relieved the landlord of his responsibility for bringing the 
flat up to scratch, they benefited from a rent-free period 
worth the full £8,000. 

Then Page, 45, waited for his bill to be paid ... and waited 

. and waited. Despite months of lobbying the party’s 
senior officers, it was not until October that he was able to 
extract a promise from John Walker, the BNP’s national 
treasurer, that the party would pay him 41,000 a week until 
the debt was cleared. 

Page, who describes himself as a builder/window fitter and 
trades under the name Homebright UK, was understandably 
peeved about nearly losing his business as a result of the late 
payment. He had been unable to pay his suppliers and 
workers, which was damaging his reputation. He was 
especially put out by the fact that Griffin was spending 
thousands of pounds on his convoy of 4x4s with tinted 
windows occupied by an army of men in dark suits and dark 
glasses looking like refugees from The Sopranos. 

And it seems that Page is not the only one in the BNP 
unhappy at the image Griffin's bodyguards project to potential 
voters. Apparently after Griffin turned up in Nottingham for 
a St George’s day event five of the better branch members 
resigned because they did not want to be associated with 
such people. Page claims that when he worked in customers’ 
homes during Griffin’s trial, more people commented on 
the goons surrounding the leader on the TV reports than 
about his acquittal. 


s_| of one of their German Shepherd dogs 
because it was a danger to the public. 
Two of the Doncasters’ dogs had 
roamed the borough for months 
terrorising cats, brutally killing and 
mutilating several of them, until the 
council and police tracked down 
the owners. One woman was bitten 
when she tried to rescue a cat that the 
dogs had been hurling into the air from 
one mouth to the other. On another 
occasion a council officer picked up the 
f se in a school car park. 

The court also upheld the fine of £1,000, 
compensation of £250 and costs of £3,714 
that Barking Magistrates had imposed on 
the Doncasters. 
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Burnley BNP in ‘Dark Ages’ 


A BURNLEY BNP councillor has 
been accused of putting funding for 
Burnley schools at risk after she 
attacked the town’s Building Schools 
for the Future programme in a video 
posted on the internet. 

Burnley council is fighting for gov- 
ernment money to improve the town 
but Cllr Sharon Wilkinson objects 
that the new schools will force children 
to integrate. She would prefer “small 
schools serving each community”. 

Council leader Gordon Birtwistle 
said BNP members had to “accept 
and embrace” the fact that they live in 
a multicultural society. “If we are an 
experiment in integration and it 


works then so be it, because the 
community needs to integrate. 

“Their party seems to be objecting 
to anything new coming to Burnley — 
they seem to want to be back in the 
Dark Ages.” 

“When people like Cllr Wilkinson 
keep portraying the bad things about 
Burnley and not putting forward the 
good bits it looks like they want the 
decline to continue. 

“The government will be looking at 
what reactions the new schools get 
when they look at funding for the 
future, and i people, keep 
condemning them, that could affect 
what we get.” 


Mulhall supporters revert to type 











TWO NEWSAGENTS' shops in_ Halifax, 
West Yorkshire, came under attack by far- 
right thugs simply for selling the local 
evening newspaper carrying a story 
about a crooked BNP councillor. 

Richard Mulhall, 38, leader of the BNP 
“group” of two councillors on Halifax- 
based Calderdale Council, was found 
guilty at Teesside Crown Court on four 
charges of benefit fraud involving more 
than £3,000. 

The local evening newspaper, the 
Halifax Courier, reported the case under 
the headline: “BNP leader is a lying cheat” 
— words based on the damning evidence 
presented against Mulhall. 

Local BNP supporters reverted to type 
when the paper appeared at newsagents. 
Two shops, both run by Asian families, 
came under attack. In one a gang of ten 
white youths hurled bricks through the 
windows and shouted racial abuse. The 
terrified newsagent, his wife and two 
daughters aged eight and ten cowered 
inside. 

In the other attack the newsagent was 
abused and manhandled. Copies of the 
Courier were stolen. 

Mulhall, who was not involved in the 
attacks, came in for more adverse 
publicity when the Courier ran a poll 
asking readers to vote on whether or not 


he should stand down as a councillor 
because of his conviction. A massive 97 
per cent said he should go. 

Courier readers were clearly more 
convinced by the words of the 
prosecution and the judge than by 
Mulhall’s denials. 

Recorder Felicity Davies said: “There is 
an aggravating feature in that this 
defendant has been convicted on the 
clearest possible evidence of defrauding 
the council, to which he says he spent 12 
years trying to get elected, and he 
continued to defraud the very people he 
was elected to serve. 

"| take a particularly serious view of a 
councillor cheating his own electorate” 

Mulhall was claiming jobseeker’s 
allowance, housing benefit and council 
tax benefit, but failed to notify either 
Calderdale Council or the Department 
for Work and Pensions that his partner, 
Anne Jackson, had started working at a 
care home. 

He then lied on a form and in an 
interview with a verification officer, saying 
Miss Jackson did not have a job. 

Prosecution barrister Steve Grattage 
said the offences were motivated by sheer 
greed. "People can forget things but what 
people don't do purposefully is lie, 
knowingly lie, unless there is a reason for it. 

"The only reason to lie is to keep 
the benefits you know you are not 
entitled to! 

Mulhall is still clinging on as a councillor 
but the decision may soon be taken out 
of his hands. He appears for sentencing 
on 14 December and prison has not been 
ruled out. Any sentence of three months 
or more, even if it is suspended, will result 
in automatic expulsion from the Council. 


Win one lose one 

ROL] =p) 51@)5) ed @ is) ((e)(@d0|¢cle)) 7 aala 
Colley siNla (antcianierie ela) \VNaitcie 
Mfeyw ia) @lelelara|) lark leleical le <-ze| 
folUle vole iaveye -lucciareliarel | gatcicidiare 
iolesih< anle)aitaby n(eeliascwalt-llaaky alc 
iccey(e alse) dal cciey gatelauary tele) elly 
the mayor of Mirfield, Cllr Kath 
Taylor, said she never received 
FlaWaincslmacelaayallane 

Roberts became a Conservative 
councillor for Hopton ward in 
2003 when he was the only 
candidate to stand. He defected 
to the BNP the following year and 
since then has attended a 
meeting every six months until 
now. He remains one of three BNP 
members on Kirklees Council. 

Three weeks earlier the BNP 
claimed a major victory when 
Jeffrey Drew, a_ self-employed 
businessman, was co-opted to 
Roughton parish council in 
Lincolnshire, bringing the 
number of BNP councillors 
nationally briefly up to 55. 

Sir Peter Tapsell, Conservative 
Ni leai ke) @ MolUiualr-|avellm(e)¢aver- kau (-ranvi ale) 
lives in Roughton, believes parish 
councillors could not have known 
about Mr Drew's BNP member- 
ship when they co-opted him 
to fill a vacancy. Application 
iveldaaksy cele (aelcianlel-iaialle) e)p4 ef-] aja) 
councils do not ask the 
Fle) e)|cet-|a mele) acer] r=] a aVA 





Split personality 
JEFFREY | STEED, “the BNP 


councillor for Eastbury ward in Barking 
and Dagenham, seems to have trouble 
telling his political backside from his 
elbow. At a football match during a 
week-long campaign against racism in 
football he was spotted running around 
in his local team’s football shirt 
emblazoned with the slogan “Kick 
Racism Out”. 

His fellow BNP councillors should 
tell him that this is not the way to win 
friends and influence people in his 


chosen party. 

























































International 
roundup 


Landser fans 
march to 
Tegel prison 


GERMAN POLITICIANS © and 
community leaders have expressed 
outrage after a gang of young nazis 
went on the rampage in the eastern city 
of Frankfurt an der Oder on 9 
November and desecrated a memorial 
to the city’s Jews who were persecuted 
and murdered under Hitler. 

The 16-strong gang, aged between 
16 and 24, chanted “Sieg Heil”, hurled 
wreaths into the air and trampled on 
candles and flowers that had been laid 
minutes earlier at the stone memorial, 


GERMANY: Nazi rampage at memorial to Jews 


Nazis go direct to jail 


EIGHT HUNDRED nazis marched 
on Berlin's big Tegel prison on 21 
October to demand the release of 
Michael Regener, alias Lunikoff, the 
imprisoned leader of the race hate rock 
band Landser. 

The demonstration was organised by 
the National Democratic Party (NPD) 
under the slogan “Freedom for 
Lunikoff. Release our comrades!”. 
Although the organisers claimed they 
were demanding liberty for all 
“prisoners of war”, most of the rabble 
were only interested in showing 
solidarity with Regener. 

Landser have produced three CDs 
with obnoxious racist and nazi lyrics. 
Although the CDs were banned in 
Germany, more than 100,000 copies, 
most of them burned on home 
computers, are in circulation among 
young people. 

Regener, an NPD member, was 
convicted for incitement to racial hatred 


which marks the site of the city’s 
synagogue before the infamous 
Kristallnacht pogrom of 1938. 
According to police who arrested 
them, the vandals were “known 
members” of the local nazi scene. 

The town’s mayor and residents held 
a second ceremony the next day to 
show their rejection of the violence. 

The events coincided with the 
release of government figures showing 
a 20% increase in far-right attacks in 
the first six months of this year. And in 


in December 2003. Today he is a cult 
figure in the nazi scene and widely 
regarded as a German successor to the 
late and unlamented Jan Stuart 
Donaldson. Regener’s popularity is 
reflected in the large number of people 
who turned out in his support. 

When the marchers reached their 
destination, the NPD’s_ Berlin 
chairman, Eckart Brauniger, saluted his 
fellow Hitler fans with the greeting: 
“Welcome to the capital of the Reich’. 
Then the violent thug Thorsten Heise 
praised Regener yelling, “He gave the 
German youth their hymns!” 

Top of the bill was Udo Voigt, the 
NPD’s national chairman, who pledged 
that the party would capture seats in 
regional parliament after regional 
parliament until it finally “sits again in 
the Reichstag”. 

Between the speeches, hate rock 
bands took the stage including Faktor 
Deutschland, the right-wing hooligan 
outfit Kategorie C from Bremen 
and Agitator from Gottingen, 
whose vocalist was arrested after 
singing, “I’m a nazi ... I will be a 
nazi for ever!” 

The Berlin demonstration is 
part of what is now a well 
established pattern of almost 
weekly nazi street demon- 

strations or rallies. A week 


earlier 200 nazis marched 
through Nuremberg to 
demand that the 1946 


Nuremberg Trial judgments be 
rescinded and on 3 November 
120 nazis trailed through Bremen 
under the slogan “Jobs not war!” 


From Antifa-Net 
members Christian 
Dornbusch for Der Rechte 
Rand and Toni Peters for 
Apabizin Berlin 






a scientific survey of 4,900 people, the 
University of Leipzig found that 27% 
held xenophobic views and 8.4% were 
antisemitic. 

This survey confirms research by the 
Friedrich Ebert Foundation which 
indicated that 39% of Germans think 
the country is suffering a dangerous 
invasion of foreigners, 18% think that 
Jews have too much influence and 15% 
would like to see the return of a “strong 
leader”. 

From Graeme Atkinson in Berlin 













THE NETHERLANDS: Activist cleared of mosque arson 


BEN VAN DER KOOI (pictured), an 
activist of the fascist National Alliance, has 
been acquitted on a charge of setting fire to a 
Rotterdam mosque last year. A court decided 
on 12 October that CCTV footage taken on 
the night of the blaze was too vague to “really 
recognise anyone”. Others disagreed, saying 
that van der Kooi could clearly be identified 
cycling with a jerry can of petrol on the back 
of his bike. Evidence of several eyewitnesses 
was also ignored. 

The case was not helped by the fact 
that some prosecution witnesses were so 
intimidated by van der Kooi’s supporters that 
they did not dare give evidence in court. 
Van der Kooi proclaimed himself unbroken 
by his 18 months of detention and boasted 
that he would continue his struggle using 
stickers, pamphlets and banners. 

Meanwhile, the fascist Dutch People’s 
Union (NVU) marched for the second year 
running in Arnhem in late September, 


guarded by over 300 police. Around 100 anti- 


fascists were able to slip by the police cordon 
and march on the NVU’s route. A con- 
frontation was narrowly avoided, because 
the fascists had to wait for their usual 
reinforcements from Germany and started 
their demonstration later than announced. 

Two more fascist marches took place on 11 
November. The National People’s Movement 
(NVB), a breakaway from the National 
Alliance, brought out 80 people including a 
bunch of Blood and Honour activists, to 
demonstrate against a new mosque in 
Middelburg in southern Holland. Seven nazis 
were arrested for refusing to show 
identification. 

In Zoetermeer near The Hague, a similar 
number of NVU supporters marched in 
protest at a city council plan to combat the 
growing number of racist youth in the town. 
Around 100 anti-fascists demonstrated 
against the NVU march. 

From Jeroen Bosch for Alert! and 
Antifa-Net in Utrecht. 





SWEDEN: Racist sacked from 
Tel Aviv embassy 


KENT EKEROTH, a member of the 
racist Sweden Democrats (SD), has lost 
his post at the Swedish Embassy in 
Israel’s capital Tel Aviv after failing to 
reveal in his job application that he is 
politically active and moreover “in a 
movement which all parties represented 
in the Swedish Parliament regard as 
undemocratic and xenophobic”. 

“This is extremely troublesome, 
especially considering that the Middle 
East is such a politically sensitive 
region. We simply cannot have such a 
person at the embassy,” Anne Marie 
Dierauer, a Swedish Foreign Ministry 
press officer, told the daily Sydsvenskan. 
Ekeroth’s dismissal took place with 
immediate effect. 

Ekeroth started work in the embassy’s 
commercial section in September after 
finishing his financial studies in Lund. 
On the SD’s website and on his own 
internet blog he engages actively in 
debate about Muslims, immigration 
and population issues and foreign 
policy. “One of the most urgent issues 
which we face today is the decay in the 
West and mainly Europe. It is an acute 
situation where moral and cultural 
relativism has been undermined and 
continues to undermine Europe ... 
Totally irresponsible immigration 
policy, naivety, left-wing influence 
combined with a fascination for 
Islamism ... has taken Europe to the 
edge of collapse,” he rants. 

From Daniel Olsson for Expo and 
Antifa-Net in Stockholm 





POLAND: Nazi CDs seized 
CUSTOMS OFFICERS seized 


hundreds of nazi hate music CDs in 
Poland at the end of October. The CDs 
had been shipped from the USA and 
were on their way to Germany but were 
intercepted by officials in Wroclaw who 
opened the package and found 300 CDs 
with nazi lyrics and illustrations. 

The CDs, mostly of notorious German 
nazi hate rock outfits such as Hassgesang 
and Landser, had apparently been posted 
on by a Polish citizen living in Opole in 
southwest Poland. 

Most of the CD covers showed 
extremist imagery, including pictures of 
Hitler, barbed wire from Second World 
War Nazi concentration camps and a 
canister of Zyklon B, the gas used in the 
Nazi death camps. 

Landser was the first nazi band to be 
outlawed in Germany after being 
convicted for “defaming the memory of 


the dead of the Second World War” in 
2003. Some of Landser’s songs are anti- 
Polish, one declaring that “Gdansk, 
Wroclaw and Szczecin are German 
cities just like Berlin’. 

Ironically, the sleeve to one of Landser’s 
CDs was produced in Poland. Rafal 
Pankowski, of the Polish anti-fascist 
organisation Never Again commented: 
“It doesn't surprise me that fascist 
materials are coming from the USA to 
Germany through Poland. The law is 
more liberal in the States which makes it 
easier to send material of this type and in 
Poland anti-fascist regulations are less 
rigorously enforced than in Germany.” 

A police spokesman later admitted 
that packages such as the one 
intercepted in Wroclaw were quite 
common: “A considerable amount of 
fascist material is sent here from the UK 


and USA,” he said. 








International _ 


SLOVENIA: Roma condemn 
Slovene government 


THE EUROPEAN ROMA Rights 
Centre (ERRC) and the Slovene 
section of Amnesty International have 
lodged a strong protest with Slovenia's 
Prime Minister Janez Jansa about the 
apparent complicity of the authorities in 
the forced eviction of a Roma 
settlement as a result of intimidation. 
Police on the scene acted only belatedly 
to protect Roma residents from the 
violent threats of hostile crowds and 
the authorities failed to condemn the 
aggressive activities of the majority 
Slovene community. 

On 29 October, a group of around 30 
Roma, including several children, from 
Decja vas, near Ambrus, had to be 
evacuated to the Postojna refugee 
centre, a former military barracks, to 
protect them from local Slovenes. 


The move followed a clash a week 
earlier in which a man was reportedly 
attacked and hospitalised by inhabitants 
of the settlement. After the incident, 
Slovene villagers met and openly called 
for violence against the Roma. Police 
were present at the meeting, which was 
broadcast on national television, but 
failed to intervene. Following the 
meeting, the entire Roma community in 
Ambrus fled terrified into nearby 
forests. When they tried to return to 
their homes under police protection, 
they were met with demands that 
they be “resettled” to another location 
“for security and ecological reasons”. 
Their new “home” turned out to have no 
hot water or heating. 

The protest letter from the ERRC 
and Amnesty demands that acts of racial 
violence be thoroughly investigated and 
expresses concern at plans to relocate the 
Roma permanently. 


GERMANY: State demands money back 


UDO VOIGT (right), leader of the nazi 
National Democratic Party (NPD), 
has admitted that his party owes 
hundreds of thousands of euros to / 
the German government after being | 
caught cheating taxpayers. 
Germany's _ parliamentary 
authorities announced in i 
mid-November that the 
NPD would have to repay 
€870,000 (£590,000) 
after an inquiry into 
accounting irregularities 
involving fictitious party 
member-ships. The 
decision came as a big shock to 


the NPD which had been 





NORWAY: Nazi leader 
convicted 


THE LEADER OF A Norwegian nazi 
group has been convicted for making 
antisemitic statements and given a 45- 
day suspended jail sentence. 

Tore W. Tvedt, founder of the crank 
Vigrid group, was charged with 
violating a law that prohibits insulting 
statements against racial or ethnic 
groups. Vigrid, which _ bizarrely 
describes itself as a religious network, is 
virulently racist and anti-Jewish, denies 
the Holocaust and publicly admires 
Nazi Germany. Its members also 
worship the Old Norse gods. 

In an interview published in 2003 by 
the Norwegian daily Verdens Gang, 
Tvedt called Jews “evil murderers” and 
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hoping to cash in on recent election 
successes. 
Voigt told a party conference in 
Berlin that the NPD will “have to 
tighten its belt”. It is not clear 
whether the party will have to sell 
its headquarters in the city. 
German political par- 
ties are entitled by law to 
federal funds in propor- 
tion to the number of 
votes they receive in 
elections. Reporters 
were excluded from 
the conference discus- 
sion of the NPD’s 


financial crisis. 


declared: “They are not people, they are 
parasites that must be wiped out”. 

The court ruled that Tvedt’s 
statement violated anti-racism laws. 
As well as the suspended sentence he 
got two years on probation. 

Tvedt was charged after the Anti- 
Racism Centre in Oslo and_ the 
country’s main Jewish organisation, 
the Mosaic Religious Community, 
filed complaints. Oslo police at first 
dismissed the complaints, citing 
previous court rulings protecting such 
statements on the grounds of free 
speech. However, state prosecutors later 
ordered Tvedt to be charged. 

‘Tvedt, 63, has a catalogue of previous 
convictions for assault, illegal posses- 
sion of weapons and spreading racist 


propaganda. 





FRANCE: 
FN leader on trial 


BRUNO GOLLNISCH (below), 
a French far-right leader and 
member of the European 
Parliament, has gone on trial in 
Lyon over comments questioning 
the existence of Nazi gas 
chambers. 

Gollnisch, a former academic at 
the University of Lyon and 
number two in the Front 
National (FN), is charged with 
“disputing a crime against 
humanity”. If convicted he could 
face a year in prison. 

Gollnisch is not the only 
French right-wing extremist in 
trouble. In October Bruno 
Mégret, leader of the tiny 
National Republican Movement 
(MNR), founded in 1999 after a 
split from the FN, was convicted 
with his wife Catherine, former 
mayor of the southern town of 
Vitrolles, of embezzling public 
money. Both received an eight- 
month suspended prison sentence 
and were fined €8,000 (45,400) 
for using €74,600 of Vitrolles 
council money to send out MNR 
campaign propaganda in 2000 
and 2001. 

They were also barred from 
public office for a year, which put 
paid to Mégret’s plans to stand 
for the French presidency next 
year. He will appeal but has also . 
offered to support the FN in the 
election. So far Jean-Marie Le 
Pen, the FN leader, has dismissed 
talk of any deal. 





Far right manipulates crisis 


Karl Pfeifer reports from Budapest 


NOT FOR SEVERAL decades has 
Hungarian society been confronted 
with so much right-wing extremism as 
today. The reason is the uproar that 
greeted media revelations of a speech 
by the socialist Prime Minister Ferenc 
Gyurcsany to his party officials, in which 
he admitted that his party had made 
election pledges that it could not fulfil. 
Gyurcsany piquantly alluded to the 
confession of a radio journalist during 
the October 1956 Revolution that his 
station had “lied day and night”. 

As was to be expected, news of 
Gyurcsany’s candid speech reached 
the media and the main opposition 
party, Fidesz, which has transformed 
itself from a liberal, anticlerical party 
into an outfit that flirts with clericalism 
and presents itself as a people’s party. 

Fidesz was not slow to exploit the 
admission. Like after its defeat in the 
parliamentary elections in April, Fidesz 
called demonstrations, starting on 17 
September, aimed at bringing a 
hysterical rightwing mob onto the 
streets. The protests rapidly turned 
violent as several hundred far-right 
extremists, soccer hooligans and Jew- 
haters clashed with police for three 
nights running, vandalising public 
property and damaging vehicles. 

It is noteworthy that as recently as 
March Fidesz’s deputy chairman, 
Zoltan Pokorni, proclaimed that Fidesz 
“like the German, French, Dutch and 
other Christian Democratic and 
conservative parties decisively rejects 
all forms of antisemitism”. This was not 
always the case. Before the 2002 
general election, Fidesz made 
concessions that hardly fitted “western 
values” in order to gain the support of 
right-wing radical voters. 

The pendulum has now swung back. 
Fidesz is evidently untroubled by 
displays of antisemitism to the extent 
that four of its MPs took part in 
demonstrations against Gyurcsany’s 
socialist (MSZP) and liberal (SZDSZ) 
coalition at which red and white so- 
called Arpad flags were displayed. 

During Hungary's darkest period of 
history in the early 1940s, the Arrow 
Cross, Hungary’s own Nazi party of 


mass killers, used the Arpad 
flag superimposed with its 
own Arrow Cross symbol. 
On 6 October, after Gyurcsany 
had overcome the tumult 
outside to win a parliament- 
ary vote of confidence, Fidesz 
staged yet another demon- 
stration addressed by its 
leader, Viktor Orban, who 
was not at all disturbed by 
the presence of many nazis 
waving Arpad flags. 

“What do you feel”, a television 
journalist asked him, “when you 
make a speech in front of 
Parliament and a mass of Arpad 
flags?” “What should | have felt?” 
Orban answered and went on to claim 
that this flag had nothing to do with 
the flags of the Arrow Cross in 1944 
because those Arpad flags had an 
Arrow Cross in the centre whereas this 
Arpad flag was an age-old Hungarian 
symbol and as such was legal. 

Both the Arrow Cross emblem and 
the five-pointed red star are banned in 
Hungary as symbols of dictatorship 
but the fact is that the Arpad flag was 
being waved years ago, when fascists 
prevented Arpad Goncz, president at 
the time, from speaking, and that 
those who carry it are mainly 
skinheads and other notorious right- 
wing extremists. 

At a meeting of the conservative 
Konrad Adenauer Foundation — in 
Brussels in November, Orban repeated 
what he had said before in Strasbourg, 
namely that the European Union 
should not give any help to govern- 
ments that do not break with the moral 
inheritance of communism. In Brussels, 
he went further, suggesting that the 
real danger in central Europe was not 
right-wing extremism but the rebirth 
of the communist exercise of power. 
In reality, the opposite is true: right- 
wing extremism and antisemitism 
are growing. 

The right-wing riffraff needs no 
instructions from Orban who lost 
elections in 2002 and 2006 and failed 
in his attempt to bring down the 
government by whipping up political 
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hysteria. 

In this torrid atmosphere, it is hardly 
surprising that the veteran US 
antisemite and former Ku Klux Klan 
leader David Duke crawled out of the 
woodwork to deliver a series of 
lectures in Hungary to promote his 
turgid book Jewish Supremacism, 
which has recently been translated 
into Hungarian. 

A further scandal is the recent 
rehabilitation of General Kisbarnaki 
Ferenc Farkas, who was promoted by 
the Hungarian Nazi Ferenc Szalasi. 
It was General Farkas who confirmed 
the death sentences of patriotic 
Hungarian officers who refused to 
fight against the Red Army _ in 
December 1944. — 
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Violent nazi skinhead group flourishes 


The massive media coverage of the weapons raids on Blood and Honour nazis in 
Belgium in September focussed interest on the contacts between Dutch and Flemish 
nazis, prompting the Dutch secret service, the AIVD, to declare that right-wing terrorism 
has its full attention. In August Searchlight looked at the Blood and Honour Racial 
Volunteer Force faction. This month we turn to its rivals, the so-called Blood and Honour 
Traditional network. Jeroen Bosch reports from Utrecht for Alert! and Antifa-Net. 


BLOOD AND Honour Traditional 
(BHT) is big by Dutch nazi standards 
with around 200 people and 30 core 
activists. It has more or less the same 
ideology as the Racial Volunteer Force 
faction but with a few key differences. 
Both factions are openly national 
socialist, both sympathise with the 
Third Reich and both worship Hitler. 
Where they differ is in the place 
given to their ideology in their day to 
day operations. 

The RVF mob sees itself as a 
revolutionary front organisation that 
carries out ideologically based radical 
actions. BHT, on the other hand, 
considers itself more an international 
community of skinheads. To BHT 
ideology is less important than skinhead 
culture. 

In practice, this means that parties, 
boozing, brawling and even physical 
appearance and the skinhead dress code 
take priority over waving swastika flags. 
Aficionados of BHT see it as a badge of 
honour to wallow publicly in a 
putrescent pool of beer, fat and sweat. 
BHT also organises barbecues, drink 
fests, boot camps and concerts. 

BHT has several local sections 
headed by a national leadership. The 
leaders include some nazi veterans but 
others have emerged from the huge 
following of the radicalised white 
gabber milieu, some of whom have 
partly “evolved” into skinheads. 

The network's northern section is led 
by Martin van de Grind. He largely 
dropped out of sight after collecting 
some convictions for violence but he 
and his violence have remained a fixture 
in BHT. In his hometown of 
Winschoten he and his mates caused 
a riot in April 2005 by posing in full 
Nazi uniform at a newly inaugurated 
Jewish memorial. 

Visitors to a pub opposite the 
memorial did not appreciate this 
revolting spectacle and reacted with 
disgust. Van de Grind took this as a 


signal to attack and wreck the premises 
and assault its customers. Five of 
the attackers, including van de Grind, 
were arrested and the police later 
found weapons in his house. Van de 
Grind has also been actively involved in 
organising training camps in Flanders 
for which he supplies military outfits 
among other things. 

Another BHT veteran is Richard 
van der Plas, a former councillor in 
Purmerend for the late Hans Janmaat’s 
racist Centrum Democrats. He was also 
an activist in Eite Homan’s National 
Socialist Action Front which has now 
been absorbed by the RVF. Van der 
Plas too is notorious for his criminal 
behaviour and possession of weapons, so 
it is no surprise that weapons end up in 
the hands of other BHT members. 

A key reason for the relative success 
of BHT has been the huge reservoir of 
potential recruits in former Gabbers, 
among whom BHT has acquired cult 
status in recent years. Another 
important reason for its growth is the 
political freedom it now enjoys. Since 
the rise and demise of the right-wing 
populist Pim Fortuyn, the will of 
politicians and the authorities to attack 
outfits such as BHT has wilted almost 
to nothing, a fact that its veteran leaders 
have exploited. 

While similar organisations in the 
1990s had huge problems with money, 
transport and securing venues, this mob 
has cash, secure incomes, houses and 
cars. Meetings are far easier to organise 
and more accessible to potential 
members. And of course the internet is 
a potent factor. BHT has a central 
website, although its main recruitment 
work takes place on discussion forums 
and contact and friendship sites. 

The BHI's, mm of pa)weteum 
leadership, recruitment of radicalised 
youth interested in national socialism, 
weapons, training and _ violence, 
organised in a semi-clandestine network, 
is a pot waiting to boil over. ~= 








Top: Martin van de Grind in a television 
broadcast in the 1990s. Picture: Archive Kafka 
Left: Richard van der Plas at at the Jzerwake 
in Flanders earlier this year. 

Picture: Archive Kafka 

Below: meeting of Blood & Honour Traditional 
on land belonging to one of their members 





SS veterans group follows its 
members to the grave 


By Wim Haelsterman for 
AFF/Verzet - RésistanceS 
in Brussels 


THE OLDEST far-right group in Flanders, 
the infamous Sint-Maartensfonds (St 
Martin’s Fund) set up by former SS men, 
will call it a day at the end of this year. 

The final meeting of its remaining 
members, families and friends took place 
in Antwerp on 29 October. More than 800 
people, most of them over 80, showed up 
for the last big gathering of the Alte 
Kameraden. Some came from Germany, 
Austria and Holland. 

The SMF was formed 55 years ago as 
the Flemish Federation of Former Eastern 
Front Volunteers (VVOS) and was 
outlawed by the Belgian authorities 
barely two years later. 

In early postwar Belgium, far-right 
groups and ideas were not tolerated, to 
the extent that wartime collaborators 
with the Nazi regime called the period 
the “catacomb era” After the ban the 
VVOS reformed in 1953 as the less 
provocative Sint-Maartensfonds, after the 
Roman Catholic saint reputed to have 
helped poor people. 

The goals of the organisation, however, 
remained the same: to provide a network 
and a system of mutual aid for former 
Waffen SS volunteers who had survived 
the Russian front and the Belgian jails 
afterwards. Around 10,000 volunteers 
joined the Flemish division of the Waffen 
SS of whom 2,500 were killed in Russia on 
the Eastern Front. Most of the survivors 
were prosecuted and imprisoned for 
several years, and lost their civil and 
political rights for a long period. Some did 
not return but scuttled off to Argentina, 
Brazil or Paraguay. Others decided to live 
anonymously in Germany or Austria, 
sometimes assuming a new identity. 

Today a handful of volunteers. still 
stubbornly refuse to admit their “mistake” 
— the sine qua non for “rehabilitation” in 
Belgian society — and remain deprived of 
civil and political rights. 

The right-wing extremist Vlaams 
Belang still calls for an unconditional 
amnesty for these murderous Nazi 
collaborators but the issue occupies a 
much less important place in the party's 
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programme than in the early years. 

In its heyday the SMF had more than 
3,000 members. “Most of our members, 
however, are now either dead or too old)’ 
says its president, Toon Pauli, 82. Only 
three people were left on the editorial 
board of the SMF magazine Berkenkruis 
(Birchwood Cross), named after the 
crosses on SS graves on the Eastern Front. 

Nevertheless, the SMF was part of the 
network around the Vlaams Belang which 
represents it politically. Many VB 
members are or were active members of 
the SMF and the party listed the meeting 
of 29 October in its diary of events on its 
website. 

The Antwerp branch of the SMF — one 
of the few branches that will carry on after 
2006 — still has its own rooms in the VB's 
office in the city. Visitors to the local 
VB-supporting pub can readily obtain free 
copies of Berkenkruis. 

No “strangers” were allowed to attend 
the SMF's final bash at the Stuurboord. 
Members of Voorpost, the VB's strong- 
arm squad, were in charge of security and 
made sure that no one not invited, such 
as journalists, got in. Pieter Huybrechts, a 
VB MP. was present. 

Care of the so-called Park of Honour, a 
6,624m* park in the tiny town of Stekene 
for all fallen “comrades’, passed to the 
Flemish Nationalist Youth Federation 
(VNJ) in 2004. The VNJ will also be in 
charge of the annual memorial event for 
dead SS veterans in future. 

Veterans at the meeting had no regrets 
and no excuses. “We only did what we 
were told to do by the Church, and that 
was to fight Bolshevism on the Eastern 
Front. We were Flemish nationalists and 
idealists, we did nothing wrong at all’ one 
former Nazi volunteer told the press. ~~ 

















The insidious pervasion of fascist propaganda 


By Alfio Bernabei 


“| JUST COULDN’T BELIEVE MY 
EYES,” says Leo Matteucci, “I was 
talking to a_ police officer 
supposedly in charge of enforcing 
the law to combat fascism and 
displayed on his desk was a fascist 
trophy dedicated to Benito 
Mussolini. Not even in these times 
when the media are giving fascists 
so much space to peddle their 
propaganda could | have expected 
to be confronted with a fascist 
message inside a police station.” 

The failure to enforce the Scelba Law 
of 1952, which makes fascism illegal, 
not only bolsters the far right but 
emboldens some of the police 
themselves. 

Signor Matteucci is the president of 
ANPI for the Forli-Cesena province in 
central Italy. ANPI is the association of 
partigiani who fought the fascists in 
the Second World War. Now in his 
eighties, Matteucci spends most of his 
time organising antifascist events, 
aimed particularly at schools, and 
edits Cronache della Resistenza, a 
monthly that keeps alive the 
memories of the struggle against the 
fascists in which he took part. 

He tells how not long ago he arrived 
at his office to be faced with nazi 
graffiti sprayed on the outside wall. 
“| went straight to the police station to 
report the incident,’ he says. “They told 
me the people best able to deal with 
such incidents were the agents of 
DIGOS (the police branch charged 
with special investigations). 

“So | went up to the second floor to 
speak directly to them. | sat facing the 
officer behind the desk and soon 
enough | noticed that he was using an 
ashtray inscribed with the word ‘Dux’. 
[Dux or Duce stands for Mussolini.] 
| made clear my surprise at the fascist 
artefact so prominently displayed for 
all to see. He mumbled that the 
ashtray had been there a long time, 
probably left by his predecessor. | got 
up and left.” 

Matteucci got the message. 
There was little difference between 
the police officer in charge of 





antiterrorism and the authors of the 
graffiti on the wall of his office. Clearly 
the local nazi-fascists have little to fear 
in places such Forli, a town Mussolini 
knew very well. He was born a mere 
15 km away in Predappio, where every 
year at the end of October fascists 
gather to commemorate the so-called 
March on Rome. 

This year was the 84th anniversary 
and about 5,000 fascists arrived from 
all over Italy. They displayed flags 
with Mussolini's effigy, wore black 
shirts and saluted with the raised fist. 
Under the Scelba Law making fascist 
salutes carries a three-month prison 
sentence. But the authorities and 
police appear to be impotent or 
unwilling to make arrests. “Neither 
the police nor the government are 
taking any steps,’ says Matteucci. 
“Without their support the little town 
of Predappio finds itself isolated. 
| believe there are those who are 
financing such demonstrations and 
they appear to be untouchable.” 

Giulio Tam, a Catholic priest, 
celebrated Mass for the nazi-fascists. 
He addressed them as “camerati” — 
fellow black shirts. He blessed a 10m 
high wooden cross carried by 15 
fascists. He thanked Mussolini “for 
what he did” and went on to praise the 
Crusades. “Only our Christian God kept 
Islam at bay”, he declared. 

More fascist propaganda was dished 
out recently on a much wider scale by 
one of the leading sports dailies, 
Corriere dello Sport, which has a 
readership of about 1.5 million. 

To boost sales, it issued a DVD on the 
history of one of Italy’s leading 
football teams, AS Roma. The first 
instalment covered 1927 to 1942. 
In seeking to place the team’s story in 
a historical context, the commentary, 
according to one critic, sounded as if it 
had been written by Paolo Di Canio, 
the footballer who wears a tattoo on 
his arm with the word “Dux” and is 
known for making the fascist salute to 
his fans. 

The DVD begins with Winston 
Churchill's visit to Rome in 1927 


during which he said that had he been 
born in Italy he would have been a 
fascist. It goes on to describe the 
alliance between Mussolini and Hitler 
as a “meeting over lunch between 
two statesmen’, mentions the invasion 
of Abyssinia (now Ethiopia) as 
noteworthy because it caused three 
foreign players to leave the team and 
concludes with antisemitic remarks 
about Jews in Rome who experienced 
“some unease” when the racial laws 
were implemented. 

Commenting on the statement 
on the DVD that Roman Jews were 
“rich and powerful’, Romano Pacifici, 
the representative of the Jewish 
community in the capital, said: “The 
truth is that many Jews were captured 
because they did not have enough 
money to leave the country. Some 
managed to go abroad but the vast 
majority stayed in Rome. This DVD 
brings shame on those who produced 
it.” Although the DVD was distributed 
by Corriere dello Sport, it was produced 
by RAI, the Italian State Radio and 
television network. 

More fascist propaganda is reaching 
schools up and down the country. 
Roberto Fiore’s Forza Nuova, and 
Azione Giovani, the youth wing of 
Gianfranco Fini’s National Alliance 
Party, have been very active in 
colleges and universities over the 
past few years. Now a brand new 
group has emerged called Blocco 
Studentesco (Student's Block) linked 
to the far-right party Fiamma 
Tricolore and based around a website 
called www.bloccostudentesco.org. 
Its slogan is “school break is over”. 
The group disseminates fascist 
propaganda, petitions in favour of the 
nazi terrorist Luigi Ciavardini, who was 
sentenced to 30 years’ imprisonment 
for the Bologna bombing that killed 
85 people, and organises book 
presentations and attendance at 
demonstrations. Apparently its aim is 
to gain control of students’ unions at 
key high schools in Rome which would 
put it in charge of a budget of several 
thousand euros. ~q 
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Banner of a British battalion of the International Brigade Flag of the anarcho-syndicalist FAI-CNT organisation 


‘No Pasaran!’ Seventy years ago ‘they shall not pass’ was the battle cry of the International Brigade 
and the Spanish Republic as together they fought the fascists in defence of land and freedom. 
Wear the memory with pride. 
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